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Pakistan wins Davis qualifying matches 

AMMAN (Petra) — Pakistan Saturday defeated Jordan 2-0 in the 
^ Davis Cu P qualifying matches hosted by 
Jordan. Pakistan which has three wins over Jordan in the previous 
- wo days will move to the third stage of the tournament. In 
Saturday s matches which were patronised bv Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Pakistan’s Omar R 2 shid defeated Saleh Bushnaq or Jordan 
WJ. Also Pakistani player Hamid Al Haq defeated lmad Abu 
. Hamda 2:0. The Queen presented the Pakistani team with token 
gifts at the end of the matches which were attended by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath, President of the Jordanian Tennis 
Federation Dr. Daoud Hanania and several officials. 
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* Holidays announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Mudar Bad ran Saturday 
announced chat June 22. 1991 will 
be the first day of Eid Al Adha 
feast in Jordan. On the occasion 
all ministries, government de- 
partments and public institutions 
will be closed as of Saturday till 
Tuesday night, the prime minister 
said in a communique. 

4 Chinese premier to 
visit Jordan in July 

AMMAN (R) — Chinese Prime 
Minister Li Peng will visit Jordan 
on July 6 to discuss how his 
country could help Middle East 
peace efforts, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said Saturday. 
Mr. Peng, on his two-day visit, 
would also discuss bilateral ties, it 
added. 

/ New jobs created 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet, 
in a session held Saturday under 
the chairmanship of Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran. approved the 
ministries and government de- 
partments manning table draft 
system for the year 1991. Accord- 
ing to the draft system, 2,835 jobs 
wtU be created, raising the total 
of the government jobs for the 
current year to 104,464. The 
minister of finance will issue soon 
explanations regarding the man- 
ning table system for the year 

* 1991. 

Gorbachev accepts 
G-7 Invitation 

MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Saturday for- 
mally accepted an invitation from 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor to meet with the leaders of the 
seven top industrialised nations 
after next month's Western eco- 
nomic summit. The invitation was 

, delivered to Mr. Gorbachev at 

'* the Kremlin by British Ambassa- 
dor Rodric Braithwaite, the offi- 
cial news agency TASS reported. 
“The president of the USSR 
accepted the invitation with satis- 
faction,” TASS said. Mr. Gor- 
bachev wants to meet the leaders 
of the Group of Seven (G-7) after 
their July 15-17 summit to outline 
his plans for reforming the Soviet 
economy with foreign assistance. 

Greece begins 
, expelling 
Palestinians 

ATHENS (AP) — Greece expel- 
led the first three of 26 Palesti- 
nians ordered to leave because of 
their alleged involvement in a 
bombing that killed seven people, 
police said Satruday. But the 
conservative government, 
apparently bowing to pressure 
from leftist opposition parties, 
said it will reexamine its decision 
to expel the foremer Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
chief of mission here. Greece last 

t week announced the expulsion of 

' six PLO officials with diplomatic 
rank and 20 other Palestinians it 
said were a security threat be- 
cause of evidence finking them to 
the April 19 bombing. 

Iran demanding 
payment for relief 

BONN (AP) — Iran has pre- 
sented Germany with a bill for £4 
mOfion for services used by the 
German militazy during its effort 
CQ. help . Kurdish refugees, a 
spokesman said. A spokesman 
for the .Defence Ministry in Bonn 
said the biD covered aircraft fuel, 
landing fees for planes and other 
services. 

Suspects charged for 
BerlihWali 

* shootings 

BERLIN (R) — Four former 
East German border guards have 
been arrested and charged with 
manslaughter for carrying out the 
former communist regime’s 
“shoot-to-kill" policy at the Ber- 
lin Wall, justice officials said 
Saturday. They were charged in 
connection with die shooting of 
Chris Geoffrey, the last person 
killed fleeing from East Berlin to 
: the west in February 1989, just 
nine mon ths , before die wall fell. 
Berlin justice department spokes- 
woman Jutta Burgfaart said die 
four, - accused of mansla ugh ter 
and attempted manslaughter, 
were the first to be charged under 
East Berlin’s order that anyone 

W. trying taflee the country could be 
shot - 


6 newspaper staff 

sentenced to death 
in Kuwaiti trials 

Jordanians, Palestinians lead 

list of military court’s ‘ conviction ’ list 



Peua photo 

CROWN PRINCE MEETS ADC CHIEF: His Arab- Americas Anti- Discrimination Committee 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday (see page 3) 
holds talks with Albert Mkhdber, head of the 

Court hears accounts of 
Petra Bank ‘cheques’ 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's martial law court on 
Saturday condemned six news- 
paper workers to death and sent 
10 others to jail for 10 years for 
their work on an Iraqi-run pub- 
lication during the occupation. 

Eight employees of the daily Al 
Nidaa were acquitted. 

The packed courtroom erupted 
in pandemonium when the ver- 
dicts and sentences were read, 
with relatives dropping to the 
floor crying hysterically. 

The six women defendants 
burst into tears and hugged each 
other — one condemned to 
death, one acquitted and four 
given 10-year sentences. 

Military police cocked their 
rifles and submachine guns to 
separate the condemned from 
their families, although 16 of the 
men had been put in a steel cage 
along one wall. Police pushed the 
relarvies out of the courtroom 
and down the hall with yells of 
“Let’s go. Let’s go.” 

Before delivering the sent- 
ences, Judge Mohammad Ben 
Naji quoted verses from the 
Koran saying those who do some- 
thing wrong deserve to be 
punished. 

"These people betrayed 
Kuwait at a time Kuwait needed 
their help,” he said. 

In bis 27-page decision, the 
judge said the newspaper was a 
“criminal project... and these 
people helped cany it out.” 

The case against the 24, most 
of them Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians, first went to court on May 
21, but was delayed until June 1 
to give defence lawyers time to 
prepare their defences. 

Human rights groups have con- 
demned the martial law courts for 
not producing witnesses in court, 
and the defence lawyers in Al 
Nidaa also told the judge that 
they could not defend their 
clients against “ghost witnesses.” 

There is no appeal in the mar- 
tial law courts. But the martial 
law governor. Crown Prince Saad 
Abdullah Al Sabah, must 
approve all sentences in consulta- 
tion with three judges from the 
court of appeals. 

Those acquitted included gar- 
bage collectors, labourers ami a 
few who had walked off their jobs 
after a day or two. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Syria has 
told the United States it will 
respond soon to a letter from 
President George Bush outlining 
compromise proposals for an 
Arab- Israeli peace conference. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said Friday. 

“They (the Syrians) have indi- 
cated to us that they will be giving 
us an answer soon. We haw not 
received an answer to the presi- 
dent's tetter,” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Bush earlier this month 
wrote to Israel, Jordan, Egypt 
and Syria proposing a formula for 
the conference. So for, only Israel 
and Jordan have replied. 

Mr. Bush's letters proposed 
that the United Nations be 
allowed to send a silent observer 
to the conference and that it 
should have the power to recon- 
vene from time to time with all 
the parties' consent. 

Israel says h will not accept any 
U.N. participation and wants the 
conference to be a one-day event 
to break up into bilateral negotia- 
tions. 

Syria wants a “significant U.N. 
role" in a conference that would 
remain permanently in session. 
But a positive Syrian response to 
rhe Bush proposals would vastly 
increase the pressure on Israel, 
which has already rejected the 
compromise package. 

In his letter to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, which 


The five men and one woman 
condemned to death by hanging 
included Ahmad Fadi A! Hus- 
scini, the Lebanese editor-in- 
chief who fled the country before 
the Feb. 26 liberation and is 
believed in Egypt. 

A source at the Justice Ministry 
said Kuwait would seek his ex- 
tradition. 

Most of those appearing before 
the court were Jordanians or 
Palestinians, Iraqi residents or 
bedouin. 

Ai Nidaa was set up shortly 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait on the 
premises of the AI OaL»i» news- 
paper and ceased pulication 
shortly before the sixweek Gulf 
war began on Jan. 17. 

It was seen as the gravest of the 
current trials, which include 
charges of rape, theft and show- 
ing sympathy with Baghdad. 

The prosecution said the 35- 
year-old Kuwait woman, Ibtisam 
Al Dukbeil, worked actively to 
try to recruit Kuwaiti journalists 
for the paper, telling them Iraqi 
control over the emirate was in- 
evitable. 

The others condemned to 
death were Fuwwaz Bassasow, a 
35-year-old Palestinian copy edi- 
tor, Ossama Suhail Hussein, a 
24-year-old Jordanian who did 
layout for the paper; Abdul Rah- 
man Al Husseini, a Palestinian 
writer, Ahmad Abed Mostafa. a 
Palestinian journalist who said he 
was transferred from the Ministry 
of Information but never worked 
at the paper. 

Those sent to jail for 10 years 
included secretaries, translators 
and copy boys. 

“Walid, Walid,” screamed the 
fiance of Walid Hassan Karakia, 
a male secretary sent to prison for 
10 years. She burst repeatedly 
into high keening, and relatives 
splashed water on her face to try 
to calm her. 

“We could not even accept 10 
years. He did not work at AI 
Nidaa for one single day,” said 
Ihab Ibrahim, a cousin of Mr. 
Mostafa, condemned to death. 

“What did she do to earn 10 
years in jail? T thought she would 
be released,” said Kuithum 
Mahmoud Harb, whose sister 
Zikriat, a Palestinian editor, was 
jailed for 10 years. 


was leaked to the media earlier 
this week, Mr. Bush wrote: 

“It would be very hard to 
understand anyone choosing not 
to come and enter into direct 
bilateral and multilateral negotia- 
tions because of the two ques- 
tions of modalities remaining on 
the table." 

But Mr. Shamir replied that, 
for Israel, the question of U.N. 
participation was not just pro- 
cedural. 

“In the peculiar logic which 
prevails in this part of the world 
our neighbours are still seeking a 
process that will enable them at 
its conclusion to argue that they 
have not recognised Israel's right 
to exist,” the hardline Israeli 
permier wrote. 

“This is why they insist on an 
as-wide-as-possible international 
context for negotiations and a 
U.N. participation.” 

Mr. Shamir sent his Foreign 
Minister David Levy to Washing- 
ton on Thursday to explain his 
stance to Mr. Baker. Asked ab- 
out the Israeli position, Mr. Bak- 
er said: 

“I don't interpret the letter 
from Prime Minister Shamir to 
unravel anything. We’ll continue 
to work this process, trying to put 
together a peace conference if it 
moves forward. There’s probably 
still some work to be done, but 
for the time being we are waiting 
to bear the response of the Syrian 


the wife of Abdul Rahman Al 
Husseini. collapsed in a chair 
outside the court clerk's office 
where she went to confirm that 
she heard the death sentence 
correctly because the judge read 
them so quickly. 

Right before the sentencing her 
husband had asked a reporter, 
“have you heard any rumours 
about clemency?” 

Kuwaitis who attended various 
parts of the trial had supported 
the idea of tough sentences, but 
left the decision of whether it 
should be death or not up to the 
judge. 

The paper daily carried a pic- 
ture of Iraqi Saddam Hussein, 
usually colour and devoted count- 
less inches to lambasting the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, and his family. 

It referred to the emir as 
Croesus, the Biblical figure of 
legendary wealth. A profile of 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia said 
he wrote love poems to former 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 

Before the sentencing lawyers 
said the countless insults against 
the ruling family might make it 
difficult for the judge to show any 
leniency. 

Lawyers objected during the 
trial that much of the evidence 
cited by the police captain 
brought in as the main witness 
came from an unidentified “sec- 
ret source.” 

But Judge Ben Naji said in his 
derision that no mercy was war- 
ranted because “these people in- 
tended to hurt Kuwait." 

He dismissed statements made 
by human rights organisations 
that the prosecution did not give 
sufficient weight to the amount of 
psychological pressure to con- 
form to the Iraqis' wishes. 

Wailing women were led from 
the ultra-modern court room in 
the palace of justice overlooking 
the oil-sullied Gulf waters. 

A Red Cross delegate was pre- 
sent at the hearings, which have 
been condemned by Amnesty In- 
ternational as unfair. 

The Kuwaiti government has 
sought to oounter Western critic- 
ism by insisting that the hearings 
are open and fair and that every 
defendant is innocent until 
proven guilty. 


government." 

Bui signs of strain in the U.S.- 
Israeli relationship are already 
evident. Mr. Bush was quoted 
earlier this week as telling an 
American- Jewish delegation that 
he could not support giving Israel 
new guarantees worth S10 billion 
under current conditions. 

Egypt assails Israel 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Mousa held Israel responsi- 
ble for poisoning the peace pro- 
cess by refusing to discontinue 
building settlements on the occu- 
pied territories. 

Nevertheless, he said in a state- 
ment published Saturday that the 
peace process should continue 
and urged all parties to work 
towards making it a success. 

"Those who place obstacles in 
the road should frilly bear the 
responsibility because they work 
for poisoning the atmosphere of 
peace by building settlements and 
expelling Palestinians from the 
occupied land,” Mr. Mousa said. 

‘These measures would lead to 
undermining and aborting the 
peace process,” Mr. Mousa was 
quoted by weekly Akhbar Al 
Yom as saying. 

The state-owned newspaper 
meanwhile quoted what it called 
political sources as denying press 
reports that Egypt has invited 
Israel's foreign minister to Cairo 
as part of an effort to warm up 
chilly relations. 


Italian 
stabbed in 
Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM (Agencies) — A 
Palestinian woman stab- 
bed and wounded an Ita- 
lian Jewish tourist Satur- 
day near a gate into Jeru- 
salem's old walled dty, 
police said. 

The suspected attacker 
and another Arab woman 
were arrested at the scene. 
They had knives, one of 
which was bloodstained, a 
statement said. 

The victim was stabbed 
three times in the stomach 
and shoulder and hospital- 
ised in “moderate condi- 
tion,” police said. Hospit- 
al officials identified him 
as Tiziano Rollo, 32. 

According to a police, 
the tourist, a religious 
Jew. came to Israel to 
study Hebrew and was liv- 
ing in Tel Aviv. He visited 
occupied Jerusalem to 
meet with his rabbi. 

The arrested woman 
were from Ramallah, 
police said. 

Police said the incident 
happened on the stone 
steps leading from the 
Damascus Gate. 

Before dawn Saturday, 
shots were fired at an 
Israeli military patrol near 
the village of Bani Naim in 
the occupied West Bank. 
No injuries were reported. 
Troops returned fire and 
later detained several sus- 
pects. Israel Radio said. 

In another develop- 
ment. an army patrol 
came under cross de- 
marcation line live fire 
from Jordan during the 
night in the area of Kfar 
Ruppin, a settlement in 
the Jordan Valley, the 
radio reported. There 
were no injuries. 

The assaults in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Arab 
Jerusalem followed the re- 
cent pattern of an increase in 
armed Palestinian attacks 
against the Israelis or fore- 
igners visiting Israel and the 
occupied territories. 

In Saturday’s attack, Israel 
Radio said, the man was 
attacked outside Damascus 
Gate after the two women 
followed hom out of the Old 
City. He had prayed at the 
Western Wall, it said. 

In April, a Palestinian man 
stabbed to death a French 
woman pilgrim at a res- 
taurant in the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem. 

The Old City has seen 
several knife attacks during 
the Palestinian uprising. Five 
tourists have been killed 
since the uprising began in 
December 1987. 

A Palestinian man slabbed 
wounded three Thai labour- 
ers on an Israeli farm in the 
occupied West Bank Friday. 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The military court 
Saturday resumed hearings of the 
Petra Bank case and beard furth- 
er testimony from witness Yousef 
Al Salem, head of an investiga- 
tion panel which probed the now- 
defunct bank’s affairs. 

Mr. Salem, an employee at the 
Arab Bank in Amman, tesified 
that many of the documents and 
cheques and bills be found at 
Petra Bank w signed by unau- 
thorised employees and this was 
detrimental to the bank's opera- 
tions and revenues. 

He told the court that some 
Petra Bank employees had autho- 
rised the transfer of large sums of 
foreign currency from one bank 
to another without referring to 
the bank’s manager, who alone 
held such powers. 

Mr. Salem, who has worked for 
banks in Jordan and the Gulf 
states for 29 years, testified that 
many of the cheques involved in 
such dealings had no counter 
entries — meaning that the 
amounts were not deducted from 
the customers' accounts. 

The investigating committee, 
found two such cheques — one 
worth JD 500.000 and the other 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
U.N. Security Council has 
ordered its experts to inspect 
previously undisclosed nuclear 
sites in Iraq . the New York Times 
reported in Saturday editions. 

The inspections were ordered 
after the United States provided 
the special U.N. commission in 
charge of overseeing the destruc- 
tion of Baghdad's nuclear arsenal 
with new information from an 
Iraqi nuclear scientist who 
allegedly defected over a week 
ago. 

The New York Times said U.S. 
officials who follow the Iraqi nuc- 
lear programme said the “defec- 
tor” had said that Iraq had eight 
primary sites for uuclar research 
and development, three of which 
were bombed extensively during 
the Gulf war. 

The officials said most of the 
defectors' reports were not 
proved and would require addi- 
tional research, the paper said. 

U.N. officials said they had 
been told that the Iraqi “defec- 
tor" reported that Iraq had been 
trying to manufacture weapons- 
grade uranium using an old- 
fashioned technique called 
magnetic isotope separation. It is 
a method the United States ex- 
perimented with but abandoned 
while it was developing the 
world’s first atomic bomb at the 
end of World War n. 

Iraq, in its report to the 
Vienna-based International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) on 
April 27, admitted that some of 
its nuclear material had been 
shifted in the Gulf war from 
known locations to avoid the 
possiblity of accidents. 

Iraq told the United Nations it 
possessed about 12 kilogrammes 
of 98 per cent highly enriched 
uranium and aboot 27 kilogram- 
mes of 80 per cent enriched ura- 
nium. 


JD 35.000 — which of course 
meant a loss to Petra Bank itself, 
together with interest on these 
sum totalling JD 141,000 earned 
on this money through various 
investments and loans, the wit- 
ness said. 

Mr. Salem told the court that in 
the course of investigations police 
had to enter some private homes 
in search of official bank docu- 
ments, but many of these had 
already disappeared further com- 
plicating matters for the commit- 
tee. 

According to the witness, the 
committee found that a cheque 
worth $350,000 was paid by telex 
to a bank in Washington in favour 
of a foreign company as rent for a 
guest house. The committee later 
discovered that the rent had been 
paid in advance for 1989. 1990, 
1991 and 1992. 

He said that when Petra Bank 
bit trouble due to shortage in 
liquidity its management resorted 
.to borrowing from the Central 
Bank of Jordan and other banks. 
Tens of millions of dollars were 
borrowed by the bank, leading to 
a massive accumulation of actual 
losses, he added. 

The witness told the court that 
the bank’s total losses amounted 
to nearly JD 313 million 


Under a U.N. Security Council 
resolution adopted on April 3, 
Iraq must provide details of its 
chemical, biological, ballistic and 
nuclear capabilities so they can be 
removed or destroyed. Only once 
that is accomplished will Baghdad 
be permitted to export oil again. 

U.S. arms sates 

Meanwhile the U.S. Senate In- 
telligence Committee is looking 
into allegations that arms may 
have been shipped illegally to 
Iraq, but has received no testi- 
mony that the nominee to head 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) was involved, the panel’s 
chairman said Friday. 

Sen. David Boren said in- 
formation at a classified briefing 
of the committee alleges that 
arms were shipped from the Un- 
ited States through South Africa 
and possibly to Iraq and other 
countries in 1986 and 1987. 

The San Francisco Examiner, 
quoting committee member Alan 
Cranston, said Thursday that the 
committee was looking into 
allegations in sworn testimony 
that Robert Gates facilitated 
covert and possibly illegal ship- 
ments of U.S. arms to Iraq. 

Mr. Gates, deputy national 
security adviser and former depu- 
ty CIA director, is President 
George Bush’s choice to be CIA 
director. 

The congressional panel "in- 
tends to examine any and all 
credible information which could 
bear on the confirmation of Mr. 
Gates to be CIA director,” Mr. 
Boren said in a statement. 

But he said that “up to this- 
point, testimony before the com- 
mittee has given no indication 
that Mr. Gates was involved with 
the alleged transfers.” 


Allied 

forces 

leave 

Dohuk 

DOHUK. Iraq (Agencies) — 
Allied troops quietly pulled out 
of the first city in northern Iraq 
Saturday, ending their 21 -day 
occupation of Dohuk in a test 
case for a fullscaie withdrawal 
later this summer. 

Hundreds of soldiers and 
trucks filled with equipment are 
leaving Iraq each day. and the 
U.S. military announced that 
troop strength in “Operation Pro- 
vide Comfort" had dropped 
almost 30 per cent since its peak 
May 21. 

The allies' withdrawal from 
Dohuk was preceded Friday night 
by a peaceful demonstration of 
about 1,500 Kurds who sur- 
rounded the allied compound and 
pleaded with coalition forces to 
stay. 

The gathering ended after 90 
minutes when U.S. army Major 
Genera] Jay Garner, commander 
of allied combat troops in Iraq, 
assured the crowd that the Iraqi 
army and secret police would not 
be allowed back into Dohuk for 
an unspecified period of time. 

Under an agreement between 
Iraqi forces and the U.S. com- 
; mand, the Iraqi army and other 
security forces will not enter the 
city, according to U.S. array Col- 
onel Dick Naab, a negotiator for 
the coalition. 

In addition. Col. Naab and 
other allied officers have the right 
to visit Dohuk after Saturday “to 
keep the Iraqis honest,” he said. 

“We’d like to show a little bit 
of a presence,” Col. Naab said as 
he sat the Dohuk hotel, while the 
last American soldiers cleaned up 
around him. 

U.S. spokesmen stress chat the 
task of soldiers who deployed in 
Dohuk had been purely huma- 
nitarian and note that tightly 
armed United Nations guards are 
moving into the city. 

The United Nations has de- 
ployed 37 guards, armed with 
pistols supplied by Baghdad, in 
Dohuk, but lack of money has 
held up plans to send up to 550 
U.N. security men to Iraq. 

Five-hundred of the U.N. offic- 
ers should have been in Iraq this 
weekend but so far less than 100 
have arrived, a problem U.N. 
officials blamed on funding. 

By Saturday afternoon, all of 
the 89 American, British, French 
and Dutch forces who had occu- 
pied Dohuk since May 24 were 
gone. 

They entered Dohuk to help 
restore essential services to the 
dty of 250,000 people, one of the 
largest in northern Iraq. 

Their presence also acted as a 
magnet to Kurds who fled to 
squailid refugee camps in the 
mountains between Turkey and 
Iraq afteT their failed rebellion. 

More than 180.000 Kurds re- 
turned to Dohuk since the allies 
first came to the dry. Now it 
bustles, boasting a well-stocked 
bazaar and lucrative trade in 
black market electrical goods. 

The pullout makes Dohuk the 
first dty vacated by allied troops 
during their occupation of north- 
ern Iraq. 

Thousands of soldiers have 
withdrawn in past weeks, mostly 
medical, logistical and other non- 
combat units. Allied troop 
strength in northern Iraq and 
southern Turkey has dropped 28 
per cent to 15,443 soldiers since 
its high on May 21. 

Of them, 7,738 are Americans 
and 7,508 belong to other armies 
in the coalition that fought Iraq in 
the Gulf war, according to U.S. 
army Col. Bob Flocke, a military 
spokesman. 

Hundreds of soldiers are leav- 
ing Iraq every day. On Thursday, 
Col. Flocke said, 300 soldiers left 
the allied zone. On Friday, hun- 
dreds of trucks, canying soldiers, 
telecommunications equipment, 
food and weapons rolled over the 
Habur River bridge into Silopi, 
Turkey. 

Western aid workers also have 
left Dohuk. 

Under an agreement with the 
Iraqi military, the 36 aid workers 
who came to the dty had permis- 
sion to remain in Dohuk for at 
least another month. 


It’s not fair, it’s not fair,” said 

Baker expects Syrian response 
to Mideast proposals soon 


U.N. orders Inspection of 
‘undisclosed’ Iraqi sites 
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Tehran Times: Hostages 



13l 


may be released soon 


NICOSIA (AP) — The newspap- 
er Tehran Times said Saturday a 
phased release of Western hos- 
tages held by pro-Iranian mili- 
tants in Lebanon May begin in a 
few days. 

The English-language daily 
said it was not dear which of the 
captives would come out first, but 
that Lebanese and Palestinian de- 
tainees held by Israel ajso will be 
freed. 

Tehran Times, which is close to 
Iranian President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, quoted its conrepondent 
in Beirut as saying ‘'sources in the 
Lebanese capital share the same 
opinion — that the hostages, 
whether they are in Israel or 
Lebanon, are going to be re- 
leased in the near fixture.” 

There are 13 Westerners mis- 
sing in Lebanon — six Amer- 
icans, four Britons, two Germans 
and an Italian. Most are believed 
neld by militants linked to Hiz- 
bcllah (Party of God), which is 
backed by Iran. 

One of the captors’ key de- 
mand has been the release of 
300-400 Lebanese and Palesti- 
nians held by Israel. Israel has 
said it would free the detainees in 
exchange for seven Israeli ser- 
vicemen missing since its 1982 
invasion of Lebanon. 

Without identifying its corres- 
pondent in Beirut, the Tehran 
» imes said his sources refused to 
be quoted by name for fear of 
jeopardising the deal. 

He attributed the break- 
through to a recent contact be- 
tween Tehran and London and a 
visit to Syria and Lebanon by a 
senior British Foreign Office offi- 


Secretaiy Douglas Hurd asked 
that Tehran “use its spiritual in- 
fluence for the release of the 
hostages.” 

Mr. Hurd’s chief aide. Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
said in Beirut on Wednesday that 
on a recent visit he “was able to 
impress the government of Israel 
the importance of releasing 
people... 

The Tehran Times correspon- 
dent said Mr. Hogg’s statement 
was “considered positive by many 
observers in Lebanon.” 

These observers, he added, 
“speculate that American and 
British hostages may be released 
in a few days' time.” 

Later in the story, he said it 
was “not important who will 
move first, whether Israel or cer- 
tain groups in Lebanon. - 
"What is important is the piece 
of good news that ail hostages, 
irrespective of their nationality, 
will be able to go to their homes 
in the near future.” 

The newspaper said that when 
asked if all the captives would be 
released at the same time, the 
correspondent answered that 
they “may be released gra- 
dually....” 


Muslims celebrate 'Eid A1 
Adha on June 22, marking the 
end of the annual pilgrimage sea- 
son to the holy shrines of Mecca 
and Medina. 

TheTe has been no word from 
Israel if any release is planned for 
the occasion. 

Before the circulation of the 
Tehran Times report, Israel's de- 
fence ministry accused Iran and 
Syria on Friday of exploiting the 
issue of the Western hostages in 
order to pressure Israel into re- 
leasing imprisoned guerrillas. 

“These countries are using the 
hostages so as to force Israel... 
to release the terrorists it legally 
holds in exchange for Western 
hostages kidnapped without 
doing anything wrong,” ministry 
spokesman Dan Naven said in a 
statement. 


da!. 


ris said th3t in a telephone 
conference on Wednesday with 
Iranian Foreign Minister Aii 
AI:bar Velayati, British Foreign 


The newspaper said that be- 
cause the stoiy developed Friday 
there was no one at die foreign 
ministry in Tehran to comment 
on the report. 

This was the newspaper’s 
second report this week predict- 
ing a hostage release. On 
Wednesday, it quoted its Beirut 
correspondent as saying: “It may 
be that one or two American 
hostages may be released” in the 
near future. 

The Israeli government often 
times prisoner releases to coin- 
ride with holy Islamic feasts. 


“We express our sorrow over 
the fact that Iran and Syria, who 
control the fate of Western hos- 
tages and Israeli prisoners, are 
continuing to exploit in a cynical 
way this sensitive humanitarian 
issue,” the statement said. 

The statement also quoted De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens as 
repeating Israel’s offer to swap 
Lebanese prisoners it holds in 
exchange for its servicemen and 
the Western hostages. 

Iran has helped secure the re- 
lease of hostages from captivity in 
Lebanon in the past few years. It 
has repeatedly said it was await- 
ing a goodwill gesture, such as the 
release of Arab prisoners held by 
Israel, to resume its efforts on 
behalf of the Western hostages. 

Mr. Rafsanjani is believed to 
want an end the hostage saga in a 
bid to change Iran's terrorist im- 
age and improve relations with 
the West to lure badly needed 
investment and technology. 


Jobless Soviet emigres 
become tent dwellers 


XARMIEL (R) — For some 
Soviet immigrants home in the 
premised land of Israel is a tent 
where lunch comes in a pail from 
u soup-kitchen. 

Twenty -six Soviet families, un- 
able to afford soaring rents, have 
moved into tents in Kanniel, a 
picturesque town in the galilee 
hills of northern Israel, their 
breams of a new life in the Jewish 
state shattered. 

The camp dwellers are jobless 
or underpaid former engineers, 
physicians and musicians. Some 
are so poor they get lunch at 
Rabbi Zvi’s soup-kitchen and old 
clothes from his warehouse. 

Most are middle-aged profes- 
sionals whom the Israeli economy 
cannot absorb and whose Israeli 
government resettlement grants 
ran out after a year. 

“Tell me when, when will it be 
all right? In Russia l lived well, 
even great,” said Aaron Glatt- 
man, 52, a radiologist from 
Makhachkala, Dagestan who im- 
migrated 14 months ago. 


Like many Soviet immigrant 
doctors, Glattman is unemployed. 
His wife, a nurse, works part- 
time for 200 dollars a month. 

The landlord trebled the rent 
of their two-bedroom flat to $600 
a month when the lease expired. 
They had nowhere to go — the 
cheapest flats in town were $500. 

So last month Glattmans and 
34 other families set up the first 
Soviet immigrant camp in Israel. 
Their outdoor community keeps 
growing as more immigrants com- 
plete a year in Israel and their 
state settlement grant runs out. 

"Our food is air and rock,” 
said Nathan Gezalav, a 42-year- 
old dentist from Baku, Azerbai- 
jan, who earns $600 a month 
working on a building site. 

"For 22 years I was a dentist. 
Now there’s no work. No money. 
Just this,” he said, showing his 
calloused hands. 


When the rent jumped to S550 
Gezalav pitched a tent for his 
unemployed psychiatrist wife and 
two young daughters. 

It is furnished with a cradle, 
three camp beds and a camping 
gas stove for frying eggs and 
potatoes. The lavatory and show- 
er are across the road at the state 
immigration office which Gezalav 
complains does nothing for him. 

“The Israelis say” patience, 
patience. “How long must we 
have patience? patience to get 
work, patience for an apartment, 
patience to eat — to survive," he 
asked. 

Five months ago Rabbi Avra- 
ham Zvi Margality realised the 
despair of some immigrants and 
opened a soup-kitchen where 
lunch is served daily to about 400 
people. 

“Some came to me with tears 
in their eyes and said it was the 
first time they had eaten hot food 
since arriving in the country,” 
said Margalit. 

The 36-year-old rabbi also col- 
lects blankets old clothes for the 
immigrants. “At first there was 
embarrassment, but the need was 
so great the embarrassment dis- 
appeared,” be said. 

“Indeed some have everything 
— a brand new car, video and a 
nicer apartment than l have. But 
others have nothing. I entered a 
house one day and asked the 
immigrant where his bed was — 
he pointed to his jacket. He slept 
wrapped in it on the floor.” 

About 250,000 Soviet Jews 
have come to Israel in the last 18 
months straining the already dog- 
gish economy of a tiny country of 
4.9 million people. 

Kanniel, known for its idyllic 
setting and rich culture, has 
attracted about 5,000 Soviet Jews 
who have boosted its population 
by one-fifth to 28,000. 

If the influx persists, the 
population of this town of rolling 
green hills is expected to top 


100,000 in five years. 

In April alone, 144 families 
settled in Kanniel — more than 
in previous months — despite an 
overall drop in immigration to 
Israel from the Soviet Union as 
news of the hardships reaches 
Moscow. 

The government gives each 
family a $9,000 grant in the first 
year, but this is cut to $50 a 
month in the second year when 
immigrants are expected to find 
jobs. 


“If one person does not make 
good money, it's impossible to 
survive after the first year,” said 
Lena Klopot, a 27-year-old 
violinist whose family of three 
also lives in a tent. 

She earns about $380 at the 
Kanniel conservatory with which 
she pays for food and nursery 
care for her two-year-old daugh- 
ter. Her husband is still searching 
for work after taking a six-month 
state-run re-training course for 
Soviet engineers. 

“It’s a disaster. My husband 
feels awful. He knows all about 
computers and cannot find any- 
thing,” Klopot said, adding: “He 
doesn’t want to be an assembly 
line worker.” • 


Of the 180 engineers, computer 
programmers and academics 
who finished a professional re- 
training course in Kanniel in April 
only so found work — and not 
always in their field. 

The town has a prosperous 
industrial area which is still grow- 
ing, but it will never absorb all 
the ariving experts. 

About 100 Soviet physicians 
came to Kanniel last year. Only a 
handful of them found jobs in 
local clinics. 

“It’s a daily struggle to find 
work for the immigrants,” -said 
Mayor Adi Eldar." These people 
must survive. I have grass and 
flowers ail over my city, I can’t 
give them that to eat 
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IRANIANS FOR HAJ: An Iranian cleric, in 
turban, describing hsji protocol to a group of 
Iranian 'women pilgrims at Jidda airport in Saudi 
Arabia. The rituals of the annual pilgrimage to 


Mecca begin next week. Iranians are taking part 
in the pilgrimage ffafo year for the first time since ; 
1987. 


U.N.: Iraq 
cooperating 
in returning 
Kuwaiti 


property 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
U.N. official said Friday Iraq had 
been cooperating with U.N. 
teams in charge of overseeing the 
return of looted Kuwaiti goods 
and an exchange would begin in 
two or three weeks. 

Comments from Richard 
Foran. the U.N. official in charge 
of seeing the goods were re- 
turned, contrasted sharply with 
those of the United States and 
Britain, who have used Iraq's 
alleged non-compliance on stolen 
property' as one reason to keep 
trade sanctions in place. 

“The compliance may not be as 
swift as a number of people have 
wished to see — particularly the 
Kuwaitis because after all it is 
their property. But I personally 
would not categorise it as non- 
compliance at all.” Mr. Foran. 
a Canadian, told a news confer- 


ence. 


Kuwait, he said, has asked for 
priority to be given for the return 
of gold bars, coins and currency, 
followed by museum pieces, 
national lidraries and civilian air- 
craft. 

He said agreement had been 
reached for" the exchange of 
goods to begin in two or three 
weeks at Arar in Saudi Arabia, 
beginning with 3,216 gold daro 
and currency followed by the 
museum pieces and libraries. 

Mr. Foran said there was no 
disagreement on the number of 
gold bars but a discrepancy in the 
320 million Kuwaiti- dinars 
claimed by Kuwait and the 170 
miSiOD dinars Iraq said it had. 
But be said Iraq has located 
additional notes in vaults else- 
where in the country that were 
being brought to Baghdad. 


“It has taken time, wars are not 
orderly processes and the situa- 
tion in the region is far from 
normal ” he said, adding that 
communications and movement 
of goods in Iraq were still diffi- 
cult. 

“There have been a lot of 
delays which are understandable 
and these have been ironed out 
now ... whether this could have 
been done sooner, I don’t know,” 
be added. 


Gvilian airliners, be said, 
posed a bigger problem. One of 
the 14 Kuwait says were stolen 
has been returned. Seven are in 
Iraq and almost all of them were 
damaged by allied bombs during 
tiie Gulf war. 

The remaining six airduses are 
reported to be in Iran and Mr. 
Foran said be. had offered his 
assistance to Iranian officials. 


Remaining Faiashas 


to be sent to Israel 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
new government of Ethiopia is 
willing to allow the remaining 
Jews in the country to leave for 
Israel as soon as possible, accord- 
ing to information provided to 
the World Jewish Congress 
(WJC) on Friday by a top State 
Department official. 

The WJC said Assistant Secret- 
ary of State for African Affairs 
Herman Cohen told the organisa- 
tion that the remaining Jews are 
free to leave once normal opera- 
tions are resumed at Addis Aba- 
ba airport. 

About 14.000 Ethiopian Jews 
were airlifted last month in “Op- 
eration Solomon” as rebel troops 
poured into the city and sent 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam into exile. 

The WJC said there are about 
300 Jews left in Addis Ababa and 
another 2,000 in the northern 
Gondar region. Some Jews in 
Gondar are making their way to 
Addis Ababa, the W'JC said. 

Mr. Cohen, who presided over 
the talks in London between re- 
bels and the collapsing Mengistu 
government, told the WJC that 
there would be no need for a new 
airlift to bring the remaining Jews 
to Israel: ' 

WJC sources said it was under- 
stood* that none of the S35 million 
paid to the Ethiopian government 
by Israel for "Operation Solo- 
mon” went into the hands of 
officials of the Mengistu govern- 
ment. 

The sources indicated that the 
money was in a bank and avail- 
able to the new government. 

The black Jews call themselves 
members of “Beta Israel,” or 
house of Israel. In 1973 Israel’s 


chief rabbis traced their roots to 
the Biblical tribe of Dan. 

In Ethiopia they were called 
"faiashas” meaning strangers — a 
term they consider derogatory. 
They managed to retain their 
Jewish distinctiveness despite 
drives against their faith and mis- 
sionary campaigns. 

Call for Mengjsta trial 


Ethiopia's new rulers have cal- 
led for die extradition from Zim- 
babwe of Col. Mengistu, it was 
reported Friday. 

The independent Weekend 
Gazette also said Alois Chidoda, 
the Zimbabwe ambassador in 
Ethiopia, returned home a few 
days ago after his residence in 
Addis Ababa was attacked by 
demonstrators protesting Col. 

Mengistu ’$ presence in Zim- 
babwe. 


The newspaper said long- 
standing diplomatic -ties between 
the two countries, both once 
hardline Marxist, were in jeopar- 
dy because Zimbabwe was un- 
likely to hand over Col. Mengistu 
to “elements” in the Ethiopian 
People’s Democratic Front who 
were demanding his return. 

No formal extradition treaty 
exists between Ethiopia and Zim- 
babwe. 

The Zimbabwe Foreign Minis- 
try refused to confirm Friday 
whether it received an extradition 
request and declined to explain 
the circumstances of Ambassador 
Chidoda's burned departure 
from the Ethiopian capital. 

Non-essential Zimbabwe 
embassy staff were evacuated 
from Ethiopia soon after Col. 
Mengistu and his family arrived 
in Harare on May 21. 


Major urged Bushagalnst ceasefire’ 


LONDON (AP). — A new biography of Prime Mimster Jofea 
Major says that be tried to stop President George Bush .fesxn 
callin g a ceasefire in tire Goff war, the Tones of London reported 
Friday. The newspaper said political journalist Bruce Anderson 
wrote in foe biography that it was Mr. Major , not U.S. commander 
Gen. H. Norman Sdmarzfcopf, wbb wanted the allies to continue 
hostilities for at least 24 horns. The aim, according to Wri 
Anderson’s “John Major: The Making of the Prime Murister^was 
to encircle Iraqi troops in southern Iraq. The book- is . to be 
published next week. The Times said sonrees at Mr. MajoYs.il) 
Downing Street office have confirmed. Mr. Anderaon’s tshiry A-t 

Mr /Bush ordered & ceasefire at tmdnightEST on Wedoes&yM^ 
27 (0500 GMT Thursday)^ British Foreign Secretary DougasSurd 
was in Washington that day and met with Mr. Bush. TheTfixnds, 
quoting Mr. Anderson’s book, said Mr. Hurd reported to Mr, 
Major that Mr. Bush planned to call a ceasefire, car the: 
recommendation of the U.S. commanders, 100 hours after the 
outbreak of the ground war. Mr. Major tben iold Mr. Hnird to 
press for an extension of “at least 24 hours ” foe Times<iuotcd Mr, 
Anderson as saying. “It was the British who; questioned BtisEft 
decision,” wrote Mr. Anderson. “They could not understand This 
display of chivalry.” Mr. Anderson also wrote, the Times said, that 
some British officials suspected the TJ.S. conHnmidera ra[w **ah 
overwhelming public relations advantage in ending foe. war: in 
exactly 100 hours.” '- ' •-•V.-- ^ 


Sudan’s rebel leaderaanis national unity 


LAGOS (R) — Sudanese rebel leader John Garang -says. he is 
committed to national- unity and a peaceful end to the country's 
eight year civil war, Nigerian newspapers reported on Saturday. 
“We are committed to a peaceful and just resolution of tins crisis. 
We are ready to go any length when there is beacon of hope for 
peace,” they quoted him as saying. Col. Garang was speaking 
before holding talks with Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida, 
foe new chairman of the Organfcationof African Unity (OAU),in. 
Lagos Friday. Col. Garang, .who met General Babangida three 
weeks ago in the northern Nigerian city of Minna, said both his 
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and the government 
of President Omar Hassan A1 Bashir accepted Nigeria’s mediation 
in foe Sudanese conflict. Gen. Bashir, who seized power in 1989, 
met Gen. Babangida in Nigeria in December and February. CoL 
Garang said the SPLA, fighting against what it regards -as -the 
domination of mainly black and Christian southern Sudan by foe 
predominantly Muslim north, was not seeking secession. “All we 
want is a new Sudan , built on a social justice, democracy and equal 
opportunities for all,” be said. He said Sudan must be a secular 
state, operating under a system which accommodates people of 
different races and religions. 


Tunisians probe deaths in detention 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia's independent human rights league said 
Saturday it was setting up a commission of inquiry into reports that 
Muslim fundamentalists have died and been tortured while in 
detention. The league said in a statement it had received numerous 
complaints of torture and named two detainees it said had died in 
suspicious circumstances: Abderraouf Laaribi and Abdel&zfz 
Mehwaoni. It said it feared Mr. LaaribPs death might be linked to 
his conditions of detention and interrogation. Tunisian officials 
denied foe allegations. ’There has been no torture since 1987 
(when President Hne A1 Abidine JBen Ati came- to power). The- 
dead men do not appear orr mtcrio^punisoy registers as people 
arrested,” one official said. The league said. it, was deeply 
concerned at the possibility that die practice of . torture .was 
spreading. It condemned torture “whoever foe detainee might be 
and whatever the pretext," and asked the authorities to ensure that 
the rights of detamees are protected, to ten their families where 
they are and let them bring clothes and medicine. Official sources 
say some 300 members of the outlawed Muslim fundamentalist 
Nahdha movement have been arrested over the past weeks in 
connection with an alleged plot to overthrow the government. The 
league said it hoped President Ben Ali -would order “a quick, 
honest and public inquiry” into foe complaints of torture and death 
in detention. It said its previous approaches to the authorities has 
brought about minimal results. 


Turkish premier faces party challenge 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Yildirim Akbulut faced 
a severe challenge to his lead- 
ership at a congress of the ruling 
Motherland Party which opened 
on Saturday. 

Security was tight at Ankara's 
Ataturk Gymnasium, where 
1,172 delegates gathered. No via- 
tors were allowed into the gallery 
and no flowers were admitted to 
the premises. 

The centre right party founded 
by President Turgut Ozal, who 
was shot in the hand at a Mother- 
land congress in 1988, is choosing 
the man to lead it into general 
elections due by 1992. 

Since be became president in 
November 1989, Mr. Ozal has 
effectively ruled Turkey through 
his influence with Mr.Akbulut, 
whom he handpicked as party 
leader and prime minister. 

The government’s pliability to 
Mr. Ozai’s powerful guiding hand 
has created growing strains within 
the party and drawn virulent cri- 
ticism from opposition parties on 


the left and right. 

Mr. Ozal, theoretically above 
party politics, has declared his 
neutrality in foe leadership strag- 
gle between foe conservative 
Akbulut, liberal former Foreign 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz and con- 
servative former Education 
Minister Hasan Celal Guzel. 

A public opinion poll published 
by the mass-circulation newspap- 
er Hum'yet on Friday said 54.8 
per cent of Motherland suppor- 
ters polled wanted Mr. Yilmaz as 
leader. 18.8 per cent preferred 
Mr. Akbulut and 5.6 per cent 
favoured Mr. Guzel. 

The outcome of foe two day 
congress will almost certainly re- 
sult in a cabinet reshuffle even if 
Mr. Akbulut survives, since 
several of his ministers have de- 
clared support for Mr. Yilmaz. 

Some Turkish newspapers said 
Motherland’s popularity bad dip- 
ped so low that the party bad no 
chance of winning another gener- 
al election whoever emerged as 
its leader. 


“Motherland is a product of 
the extraordinary days that fol- 
lowed foe 1980 coop and it is with 
extraordinary support that it has 
been able to survive up to now,” 
wrote Ugur Mumcu, a columnist 
in the left leaning Cumhuriyet 
daily. 


“Now it is departing, melting 
and collapsing. This is Mother- 
land’s last congress.” 

Guneri Civagglu, columnist for 
the mass-circulation daily Sabah, 
said: “Whoever wins, foe real 
winner will be Ttorkey. If Akbulut 
wins and continues his pre- 
miership, Turkey will be rid of 
Motherland all the quicker.” 


Mr. Ozal founded Motherland 
in 1983 when he led it to victory 
in the first, restricted, elections 
which took place during the re- 
turn to civilian rule after foe 1980 
military coup. 

The military intervention had 
ended five years of political vio- 
lence between left and right 
which cost about 5,000 lives. 


Motherland, a loose knit coah 
tion of factions, won again ii 
1987 elections, mainly on tiu 
strength of prosperity mid growti 
brought about by Mr. Ozai’t 
liberal economic reforms. 

But its fortunes have faded it 
the last two years of persistent!] 
high inflation, now running a) 
more than 60 per cent a year, anc 
spiralling government budget de 
fiats. 

Mr. Ozai’s continued grip cm 
Motherland and his control oi 
decision-making mean that an j 
debate within the party becomes 
a debate about his policies and 
style of leadership. 

His firm support for the U.S,- 
led coalition against Iraq durinj 
foe Gulf crisis enhanced Turkey’s 
international standing, especial) 
in the United States. 

But Mr. Ozai’s critics AtHtonic 
have kept him under fire for whal 
they say to unconstitutional be- 
haviour and the opulent lifestyle 
and political activities of his fami- 
ly members. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Gradual rise in te m peratures wiO 
take place and winds will be north- 
westerly moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

, Mid ./max. temp. 

Amum 20/32 

Aqaba 25/38 



Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Valley 24/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 55 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 
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Al Salam pharmacy 636730 
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IRBUh 
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Al Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khashashnch .. ( — ) 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 
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Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661 111 
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Rescue 630341 
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Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 
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Traffic Police 896390 
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Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complain U 897+57 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints — ... — 7871 1 1 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calb 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 623101 
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Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ele ctri cit y Authority ... 815615 
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Company 63638! 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oncen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 
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AMMAN-. 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

label Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 
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Shmehani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Af-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajieen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 


Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sins Hospital (09)986732 

OUUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 
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QUEEN ALI A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This in for m a don is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ooccn Alla International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 
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(Terminal 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

12.-00 Tunis. Casablan c a (RJ) 

12s40 Istanbul (RJ) 

14.-0O Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

2fc» Dhahran(RJ) 

21:08 Riyadh (RJ) 

21:15 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:15 Damascus (RJ) 

21:30 Bangkok, Singapore (RJ) 

2230 Jeddah. Sanaa JRJ) 

2fc45 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Uppetfkmcr price in Bs per kg. 

Apple 720 / 450 

® Bna “ — 500 / 450 1 

Banana (Mukmnmar) 4S0 ( 400 

Beans 550 / 250 

Cabbage.: 100 / 50 

240/180 

300 / 250 

Qtaimhcr sfUrge) 120/ 80 

Cucmubers (souB) 220/160 

Eggplant 400 / 350 

F** 1 * 500 / 400 

JxmoB 370/300 

tfmxctpertme) 150/100 

MwtowO***") 100 / 50 

Marrow (small) 170 / jjo 

— 200/150 

Orange 350 / 200 

"PIwOk*) 320/260 

Pepper (sweet) 360/300 

300 / 250 

"n*** 1 150/100 

£*8® 450/ 350 

Sweat melon.. 260/220 

T om a to es .......... ... -220 / 160 

Watermelon 240 / 90 • 
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i AMMAN (Petra) — Ail foreign 
companies are required to obtain * 
cterance from the Income Tax 
Department prior to terminating 
their operations and leaving the 
country, according to a communi- 
que issued by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran Saturday. 

The communique, circulated to 
all government departments and 
public institutions, said that de- 
partments which have connec- 
tions or undertake business with 
the foreign firms operating in the 
Kingdom should make it clear to 
them that they must get clearance 
from die Income Tax Depart- 
ment here before they are 
allowed to leave the country after 
.finishing their business. 

The step was necessitated in 


view of the fact that numerous 
foreign firms that conducted busi- 
ness in the country had packed 
and left at the end of their pro- 
jects without paying dues or set- 
tling payments to their own em- 
ployees, the communique noted. 

The communique said some of 
the firms had rented premises but 
failed to pay the rent upon the 
termination of their services in 
the Kingdom. 

It was also noticed that some of 
these firms had been operating in 
the Kingdom without proper li- 
cence from the authorities which 
issue permits for foreigners to 
conduct business here in violation 

of the Jordanian laws particularly 
the Companies Law of 1989, the 
communique added. 


Ministry warns against 
. exploitation of pilgrims 


MECCA (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Saturday made it dear that it 
would not tolerate any shortcom- 
ings on the pan of the contractors 
undertaking the transportation 
and bousing of pilgrims in Mecca 
and Medina and noted that pil- 
grims had been making some 
complaints about services. 

The statement was made here 
by ministry Secretary General 
Ahmad Hilayel who leads the 
Jordanian pilgrimage mission to 
this year’s Haj season. 

Dr. Hilayel was speaking at a 
meeting with representatives of 
various Jordanian companies, 
senior officials from the Ministry 
of Awqaf and heads of the Jorda- 
nian missions to Mecca, following 
his tour of the pilgrims’ residen- 
tial areas. 


Dr. Hilayel. who met with 
Saudi Arabian officials in Mecca 
voiced the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s deep appreciation for fata- 
lities offered to pilgrims from 
Jordan and the occupied Arab 
territories by the Saudi author- 
ities. He met with Fayeq Biari. 
director of the pilgrims services, 
who stressed that his country was 
keen on offering the best services 
to the Jordanian pilgrims. 

Hie pilgrims. Dr. Hilayel said, 
will benefit from four clinics, 
which will be set up in Mecca, 
and camps for the pilgrims, to be 
set up near the holy sites and 
would be provided with all con- 
veniences. 

The pilgrims will be performing 
their religious duties and attend- 
ing ceremonies in the coming 
week prior to the Eid A1 Adha 
feast which falls next Saturday. 


Woman stabs husband to death 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 28-year-old 
woman from Muqablein, near 
Amman, was reported to have 
killed her 39-year-old husband 
with a kitchen knife. 

A1 Dust our daily said that the 
victim was taken to A! Quds 
Hospital, near the village of Mu- 
qablein, bat was found to HaVe 
died of a deep wound in his heart, 
caused by the slabbing with- a 
sharp knifer " : y.-j-.-r 

The report said that the murder 
most have been caused by a 
family fend as the man and his 
wife were heard quarelling just 
before the murder occurred. 

The paper said that the general 
prosecutor was holding an inves- 
tigation into die crime. 

A1 Ra*i reported earlier that 
the public prosecutor was oon- 






ducting an investigation into a 
case In which a 23-year-old man 
was murdered by a 25-year-old 
man identified by the police only 
as Ibrahim Sb. 

The murder was said to have 
occuned on May 26, 1991, in 
Qweismeb, south east of here, 
where the victim was found stab- 
bed by a switch knife following a 
heated dispute with the assailant. 

The paper reported a daim 
that the victim had in fed tried to 
stab die murderer and that Ibra- 
him had to stab his opponent in 
self-defence. He later carried him 
to the nearby A1 Bashir Hospital 
for treatment, but the man was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 

According to the report, the 
two had quarrelled previously on 
many occasions. 


Health Mhashr Adon JdtJouM Saturday addresses doctors attending 
a seminar ea forensic medicine (Petra photo) 


Doctors attend seminar 
on forensic medicine 


AMMAN (Petra) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the Ministry of Health Saturday 
opened a training seminar on 
forensic medicine in Jordan, 
attended by 20 Jordanian doctors 
working for the ministry’s hospit- 
als and 'health «mrw! 

Health Minister Adrian Jal- 
jouli, who opened the seminar, 
underlined the importance of 
forensic median* in the course of 
¥ assisting the judicial authorities in 
discovering crimes and combating 
criminal activity in the country. 

Dr. Mnmcn ttadidi , head of 
the Health Ministry’s Forensic - 
Medicine Department, said the 


seminar was designed to Orient 
the doctors on modem means of 
analysing cases related to crimes. 

The doctors will be discussing 
ways of analysing and reporting 
cases relaxed to crime to the 
judicial authorities, which can 
follow up cases in the quest of 
finding criminals. The work also 
covers the study of various types 
of injuries or wounds, resulting 
from firing, and deaths. 

The Forensic Medicine Depart- 
ment, established in 1987, serves 
as a training centre for Jordanian 
medical students at the universi- 
ties. The department runs various 
diaics, laboratories and a mor- 
gue- 
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Mohammad AX jfcfams and Wfijl AURasoazai Abdel Hamecd 
- • . Sham a n Foundation (l(kOQ fo &Q0 p>hl) 

•jir Batoinfaa heritage odribttioii at tire Royal Cultural Centre. 
☆ Photo mMHMnn by Hass Richter at the Goethe Institute. 
it. Foster exhibition at the BritiA CoundL 



Jordan Valley Authority Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wbbab (fourth left) and representative of a 
Jordanian-German consortium Host Frantz Satur- 


day sign a contract to carry out consultancy 
engineering services for Kafrein Dam, in the central 
Jordan Valley region (Petra photo) 


Work under way for dam project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A consortium 
of German and Jordanian firms 
Saturday won a contract to carry 
out consultancy engineering ser- 
vices for raising the walls of the 
Kafrein dam, in the central Jor- 
' dan Valley region, with the pur- 
pose of boosting its storage 
capacity from four to seven mil- 
lion cubic metres. 

According to the Jordan news 
agency, Petra, the increased 
amount water is required to irri- 
gate lands in the Hasban, Kafrein 
and Rama districts of the Jordan 
Valley region, which, it said, lack 
sufficient water for crops in the 
dry season. 

The consortium, made up of a 
Jordanian firm and the Salzgitter 
Cosuit G.M.B.H. Company of 


Germany, will carry out imes- 
ligauons and design activities up 
to the completion of the tender- 
ing phase for the construction 
work, which could be subject to 
financing by the European In- 
vestment Bank (EIB). according 
to the terms of the contract. 

The study and design work are 
expected to cost JD 370,000. 
while the cost of the construction 
work will be JD 8 million, of 
which JD 4 million could be 
financed by the (EIB). 

According to Petra, the project 
could take up to 30 months to be 
completed. 

The agreement, signed with the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA), 
also covers studies on sediment 


depositing, which tends to reduce 
the storage, and seepage through 
and under the dam. especially as 
the raising of the dam will in- 
crease the pressure on the bed 
and the body of the dam. 

The agreement was signed by 
JVA Secretary Genera] Abdul 
Aziz Wish ah and Host Frantz, 
who represented the Jordanian- 
German consortium. 

Jean Pierre-Pierard repre- 
sented the European Community 
(EC) at the signing ceremony. 
Over the past three years the EC 
has been financing studies on the 
Wala and Nukheila dams. 

The signing ceremony took 
place at the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation. 


Jordan, Germany discuss 
technical, financial ties 


By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A German de- 
legation arrived in Jordan ear- 
lier this week to hold consul- 
tancy talks with Jordanian offi- 
cials, including the minister of 
planning. 

The delegation also held 
talks, Saturday, with Agricul- 
ture Minister Mohammad 
Alawneh. The meeting tackled 
promoting and enhancing cer- 
tain projects carried out in 
Jordan as cooperation between 
the two countries. The delega- 
tion also discussed future joint 
ventures in the agricultural 
field, according to Petra news 
agency. 

“The discussions are very 
important because we try to 
combine the policy or the 
Jordanian government with the 
development policy of the Ger- 
man government,” said Gert- 
Robert Uptau. head of the 
Middle East Department of 
the Federal Ministry for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation. The dis- 
cussions involve a series of 
topics, such as agriculture, in- 
dustry and trade, water and 
health, within the framework 
of technical and financial coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
Germany. 

The delegation, which leaves 
Sunday (today), said the out- 
come is “to go through all the 
different activities which are in 
the phase of execution and to 
get ideas about what can be 
done in the future and to what 
extent we can cooperate in 
certain fields," Mr. Liptau told 
the Jordan Times. “So, when 
government negotiations take 
place we will have details with 
which to work,” he added. 

In principle the government 
negotiations are to be held in 
November. During that time, 
the normal project work will 
continue and contacts between 
Germany and Jordan will be 
made, Mr. Liptau said. 

The two countries have had 
development cooperation since 
the 1950s. Mr. Liptau ex- 
plained that there are two main 
instnunents, the capital and 
the technical cooperation. The 
capita], he said, is a soft term 
loan with a regular two per 
cent interest with a 10 years 
grace period, and 30 years re- 
payment period. 

“With regard to develop- 


ment cooperation it is impor- 
tant to note that there has 
never been any real interrup- 
tion. It was only for security 
reasons (during the war) that 
experts were recalled to Ger- 
many.” said Mr. Liptau. But 
now they are all back cooperat- 
ing with the Jordanian govern- 
ment and other agencies in 
different fields, he added. 

The German delegation 
comprises Mr. Liptau, Matth- 
ias Meyer, charge D'affaires at 
the German Embassy ,Mr. von 
A u lock, head of Department 
for Jordan of the Bank for 
Reconstruction, Mr. Kher, 
head of the Near and Middle 
East Division of GTZ (the 
German Agency for Technical 
Cooperation) and Dr. Geintz, 
head of Section for Jordan at 
GTZ. “Our priority areas are- 
in the field of water, agricul- 
ture and the environment,” 
Mr. Liptau said. 

In the agricultural field the 
main concern is arable land. 
Given the high population and 
the rise in birth rates as well as 
the returnees from the Gulf, 
“this adds additional political, 
financial and social burdens on 
Jordan.” he said. “The supply 
of foodstuffs, potable water and 
the protection of the environ- 
ment has even become more 
important." he added. 

Jordan, according to a mem- 
ber of the German delegation, 
is among the countries that 
receive the highest assistance 
from Germany. In 1990 Dutch- 
mark (DM) IS) million were 
granted to Jordan and in 1991 
some DM ISO million were 
received by Jordan. “The most 
important thing is not so much 
channelling high amounts of 
money as it is to execute pro- 
jects and to see to ii that it be- 
nefits as many people as possi- 
ble," Mr. Liprau affirmed. 

There has been considerable 
improvement in practically ev- 
ery sector, the German official 
told the Jordan Times. “One 
cannot forget the difficult 
problems Jordan has faced, but 
water is one of the sectors 
where work is needed.” Even 
though development has step- 
ped up in virtually every sec- 
tor, Mr. Liptau feels “more 
should be done." 

The consultations come at a 
time when consequences' of the 
Gulf crisis on the Jordanian 


economy, as well as the 
German-Jordanian projects, 
have to be evaluated and tech- 
nical and financial cooperation 
has to find its path back to its 
pre-crisis level, according to a 
press release issued by the 
German Embassy. 

Following Jordan’s 
emergency situation, Germany 
cooperated with Jordan in the 
field of structural adjustment 
in the West Bank, with com- 
bined efforts with international 
partners in order to come up 
with jointly agreed policies 
(between the Jordanian activi- 
ties such as trade and industry 
development,” Mr. Liptau 
said. 

In terms of technical assist- 
ance. there are two German 
experts in seed production. 
The amount so far allocated to 
the project is DM 9.1 million. 
“The results have been re- 
markable,” Mr. Liptau 
observed. “I met with the two 
experts. They said that their 
advisory services and their re- 
sults concerning seed produc- 
tion and multiplication are 
according to schedule.” 

Mr. Liptau added that the 
actual project phase terminates 
by August 1991, but “we are 
discussing prospects of a post 
phase cooperation and we have 
even been supplied with a prop- 
osal to enter into a new field of 
activities in seed production." 

Mr. liptau said this was still 
at a preliminary stage and 
would be announced when 
government negotiations take 
place. 

Another significant project 
is forestation, whose target is 
to better qualify the forestry 
administration in fulfilling its 
task. “What can be seen in 
forestation should be taken 
seriously because not only do 
forests make pretty scenery, 
they are important for safe- 
quarding water reservoirs and 
preventing soil erosion." A 
new financial investment has 
been allocated to the amount 
of DM 3.5 million. 

In conclusion, Mr. Liptau 
said, “we are jointly engaged 
in very important sectors in the 
development process of the 
Kingdom.” He said Germany's 
assistance was in line with the 
King's policies, spelled out in 
the charter, giving priority to 
areas of water, agriculture, en- 
vironment and education. 


Piano recital to be held at RCC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation's National 
Music Conservatory and the Brit- 
ish Council will present Antony 
Peebles in a piano recital at the 
Royal Cultural Center on Tues- 
day, June 18, 1991- 
The programme includes 
pieces by Brahms, Rachmani- 
noff, Chopin and others. 

■ Antony Peebles was educated 
at Westminster School and with 
an exhibition in music — at Trin- 
ity College Cambridge. Thereaf- 
ter, be studied piano mainly with 


Peter Katin, receiving a number 
of scholarships. 

In 1971, Mr. Peebles won the 
BBC Piano Competition, and the 
following year he won the Debus- 
sy Competition in France. 

In the United Kingdom he has 
been soloist with most of the 
leading orchestras, plays fre- 
quently on the BBC. and per- 
forms for many music clubs up 
and down the country. 

His current tour takes him to 
Australia, New Zealand. Papua, 
New Guinea, Vanuatu, Brunei, 


Oman. United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait. 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon; it 
involves some 50 concerts in 
three months. 

This is the National Music Con- 
servatory's second concert since it 
resumed its activity following the 
war in the Gulf. Last Sunday the 
conservatory and the French 
Cultural Centre presented the 
Ludwig String Quartet in a con- 
cert of pieces by Mozart, 
Schubert and Dutiileux, 


Prince Hassan, ADC head 

review Middle East issues 


AMMAN i Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met at his office Saturday with 
Albert Mekheiber. chairman of the 
Arab-American Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), and his accompanying 
team now on a visit to Jordan. 

They reviewed with the Crown 
Prince the general situation in the 
Middle East, peace initiatives ro 
settle the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the Palestine problem. 

Crown Prince Hassan empha- 
sised the need for comprehensive 
and integrated solutions for the 
Middle East problems, within a 
framework of security, coopera- 
tion and justice, taking into con- 


sideration the human element 
and the requirements of econo- 
mic development for the people 
of the whole region. 

The team members presented a 
briefing of their activities in the 
United States and their continued 
endeavorus to defend Arab com- 
munity's interests in the face of 
hostile campaigns. They said that 
the committee was exerting con- 
stant efforts to bolster its ties with 
political and social groups in the 
United States. 

The team later met Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat to discuss 
Middle East question. 

Mr. Mkheiber told Dr. Ara- 


biyat that Ms committee was 
striving ro orient the American 
people on the facts and the situa- 
tion in the Middle East region, 
demanding that one criterion be 
used in all world issues and that 
the international legitimacy 
should be implemented without 
any discrimination. 

He said that the Israeli prime 
minister was now trying to abort 
the peace process by building 
more settlements in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

Mr. Mkheiber said his commit- 
tee. established in 1980. groups 
25.000 members and has 7U bran- 
ches throughout the American 
stales. 



Tawjihi impersonators nabbed 


By Ahmad K r f khan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an unpre- 
cedented case in Jordan, two 
teenage girls were caught imper- 
sonating their own brothers while 
sitting for the tawjihi examina- 
tion, organised by the Ministry of 
Education for students who just 
completed their secondary school 
education. 

The two sisters, identifed only 
as N.S. A. and T.S.A. were found 
to have donned boys outfits and 
sat for three examinations so far 
in the ongoing final examination 
taken by tawjihi students for the 
1990-91 scholastic year. 

“They would have continued 
sitting for the remaining subjects 
of examination had they not been 
checked by policemen ai the entr- 
ance of one of the examination 
halls, said Ministry of Education 
officials. 

They said the same girls, fol- 


lowing the same procedure, had 
sat for the first session of the 
tawjihi examination, last Janu- 
ary, and passed with 73 per cent 
and 61 per cent grades respective- 
ly, without being discovered by 
the police or the Ministry of 
Education officials. 

They said that the two girls in 
both instances had carried official 
documents allowing them permis- 
sion to enter the examination 
balls. 

One of the sisters, N.S. A. who 
was taking her brother's examina- 
tion at Hasna Bint Muwawieh 
School, was entering the ex- 
amination hall Saturday as usual 
when a policeman guarding the 
entrance, noticed that her left ear 
was pierced (obviously for an 
earring). She was stopped and bad 
to admit that she was a girl. Full 
confession about herself and her 
sister, who was taking the ex' 
animations for her other brother 


at Adib Wahbeh School, fol- 
lowed, the officials added. 

They said that the two girls 
were immediately detained for 
questioning. 

In another incident Saturday, 
another student was found to be 
sitting for the English language 
examination impersonating 
another and carrying his registra- 
tion card. 

In a third episode yet, one of 
tlie students was discovered 
Saturday to have climbed into a 
classroom where the examination 
questions were kept and passed 
them on to a friend sitting for the 
same examination in another 
halt. 

Normally students discovered 
cheating in general examinations 
are barred from taking the ex- 
amination session and considered 
as having failed. But Tawjihi 
students are allowed to sit for 
examinations in other sessions. 


Seminar tackles marketing 
of local agricultural produce 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — A seminar on 
marketing Jordanian agricultu- 
ral products has been held by 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 
The seminar will help the 
ministry prepare for the annual 
national agricultural confer- 
ence to be held in September. 

At the opening of the semi- 
nar, the third of its kind. 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mohammad Alawneh stressed 
the need to develop a healthy 
marketing policy and to bypass 
present difficulties. “Market- 
ing in Jordan is faced with 
many problems, but we have to 
overcome these problems and 
reduce their negative reper- 
cussions," Mr. Alawneh said. 

He also added that extensive 
studies had been conducted in 
this field, by Jordanian ex- 
perts, as pari of Unired Na- 
tions Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) project 
that supports sound agricultu- 
ral marketing policies in Third 
World countries. 

During the seminar, repre- 
sentatives from the Ministry of 
Agriculture presented a num- 
ber of papers tackling current 
and future marketing policies 
and ways to market and de- 
velop animal wealth in Jordan. 

Attending the seminar was 
Dr. Peter Mueller, an agri- 
cultural economist and advisor 
to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Dr. Mueller’s advisory status 
at the ministry is pan of a joint 
Jordanian-German agricultural 
and technical assistance prog- 
ramme. 

“My job is to set up a small 
unit at the ministry to deal with 
agricultural policy analysis,” 
Dr. Mueller told thp Jordan 
Times. "The purpose of the 
unit is to advise the ministry on 
issues and problems of agri- 
. cultural policy. It is not a 


decision-making unit.” he- 
added. 

Dr. Mueller informed the 
Jordan Times that the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation also 
has an advisory unit similar to 
that of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture. 

“The (advisory) unit has 
supported a number of studies 
on fundamental issues that will 
be discussed at seminars in 
preparation for the national 
agricultural conference in 
September,” Dr. Mueller said. 

So far. Dr. Mueller added, 
two seminars were held to dis- 
cuss the use of natural - re- 
sources and agricultural in- 
stitutions. “Future seminars 
will discuss price policies and 
will take a general look at the 
role of agriculture in Jordan," 
he added. 


A German delegation is cur- 
rently in Jordan, Dr. Mueller 
added, to offer Jordan technic- 
al assistance in various fields, 
especially water and agricul- 
ture. “They will donate 50 
million Deutscfaemarks (SI0 
million) to the water and agri- 
cultural sectors in Jordan," he 
said. 

Commenting on the recent 
ongoing debate cxmcermpg the 
forests. Dr. Mueller said that 
his unit “has not been con-" 
suited on this topic." “I think 
the main question is bow to 
make use of the forest land, 
and how to sustain it,” be said. 
Dr. Mueller, who insisted he 
was not an expert in the fore- 
stry field, said that only old* 
forest land should be used as 
grazing reserves in times of 
emergencies. 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES Co. Ltd. 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., Ltd 
announces that the closing date of 
tender No 1 0F/91 (for the design and 
procurement of a granulation plant) 
have been extended until 12 hours 
local time Monday, July 29, 1991. 

Wasef Azar 
. Managing Director 
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emocracy, more 
democracy 


THE MEETING which the prime minister held Wednesday 
with parents and citizens concerned about the so-called 
“politicisation” of education in the Kingdom is, hopefully, 
the be ginning of a process, and not an end to a one-time, 
grassroot campaign warranted only by certain circumst- 
ances. 

If enough attention and care is paid to it, the process that 
might have been started by the meeting could serve as a 
cornerstone in the democratic edifice that we are trying to 
boiid in this country. The “bow’' and 4v wby” are more or 
Jess academic questions. Let us, however, look at the 
dynamic side of the issue. 

Before the present minister of education could get his job 
back in January, his group in Parliament agreed to join Mr. 
Badran's cabinet as a junior partner. It was for all practical 
purposes a coalition — and the people took it as sneb. The 
minis ter knew what he wanted from the post and started 
taking a series of decisions that would serve him and his 
party’s ideological aims. When his decisions alienated and 
angered a certain sector of the population, a group of them 
mobilised instantly and took it upon themselves to organise 
meetings and have a petition signed by over 5,000 people. 
They eventually took the petition along with their grievances 
to see the prime minister, who assured them that what they 
did was exactly the kind of political exercise needed to oil the 
wheels of democracy. Citizens should not be afraid to 
practise their democratic rights in protesting against any 
government decision they did not like, Mr. Badran is quoted 
as telling the group of parents. In this country everybody is 
safe and secure and free to express his or her honest opinion, 
be noted. “Now, let us look at what the controversial 
decisions are and see what we can do about them,” his 
interlocutors quoted him as saying. 

Not long before the Wednesday session, there was a 
regular meeting of the council of ministers. Muslim Brother- 
hood members of the council reportedly protested to Mr. 
Badran that they were being singled out for attack by the 
press in Jordan. They apparently wanted from him to put 
an end to this “unfair” campaign by journalists. The prime 
minister's reply was two-pronged, according to well- 
informed sources. First, he asked his Islamist colleagues 
whether they ever wrote back to the newspapers which were 
attacking them but were not published. And the answer was 
of course a resounding no, since the law gives the right to 
everybody to reply to press accusations and the premier’s 
first priority and job is to enforce the law under all 
circumstances. Second, be asked his colleagues whether they 
remembered the grilling and tough questioning — even 
accusations — that he himself had to endure when 
submitting his cabinet for approval in early parliamentary 
sessions and later on. “Is not this democracy?” be 
reportedly asked the disgruntled ministers. 

Without going an inch deep into discussing the issue of 
education and the controversy surrounding it, a glance at 
the dynamic involved in its unravelling gives us hope and 
confidence that a new, lively process in our democratisation 
has been started. While there remains much to say about 
our educational system, for now the real issue is democracy 
and more democracy. 


AESAB1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’l daily commented on the outcome of talks in Washington 
between the Israeli and the U.S. foreign ministers and said that 
they resulted in nothing, with the Jewish state showing increased 
intransigence with regard to a peace settlement. The paper noted 
that though the Israeli foreign minister had claimed that die peace 
process was still on, there is no doubt that it is dead, thanks to the 
Israeli government’s stand. It seems to observers that neither 
Washington nor Israel wishes to cause any embarrassment to the 
other before the world public opinion; and therefore each side 
continues to stall and to maneouvre, bat during all tins time 
Israel continues to obtain billions of dollars in financial and 
military aid from Washington, the paper noted. It said that there 
is no doubt now that U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s 
shuttle diplomacy in the past months was no more than a form of 
public relations between Washington on the one hand and the 
Arab countries on the other. Washington is now clearer than ever 
before not interested in establishing peace, and it is not serious in 
forcing the Israelis to abide by the international legitimacy, the 
paper added. It said that it should be noted that while the U.S. is 
trying to impose new conditions on Iraq because of its brief 
occupation of Kuwait, it is at the same time condoning Israel’s 
occupation of Arab lands which has lasted for more than 24 years 
during which the Jewish state has consistently defied the UN 
Security Council and the will of the international community. 


For its part, Sawf Al Shaab daily said that with the failure of the 
talks in Washington by the U.S. and Israeli foreign ministers, the 
ball is now dearly in the Israeli court, because it is Israel which 
continues to oppose the U.S. initiative and reject Security Council 
resolutions. Israel's position with regard to the implementation of 
Security Council resolutions has not changed neither has it 
accepted a U.S. initiative to hold a peace conference to end the 
Middle East issue, the paper noted. Sawt Al Shaab said that there 
is no doubt that the Israeli government is stalling for time, milking 
the U S. of its money and building settlements to create new 
realities and issuing new conditions for negotiating peace with (be 
Arabs. In fact, and as Foreign Minister Taber al Masri has said, 
the Israelis have no intention of holding a peace conference or 
sifting at the negotiating table with the Arabs, the paper added. It 
said that the Soviet Union seems to have started realising this fact, 
because its foreign minister has lately said that the stumbling 
block now lies in Israel’s refusal of the idea of a peace conference 
which can solve the issue. What is needed now is a new Soviet 
position and a new role on the part of Moscow, in concert with the 
United States, to exert pressure on Israel to accept the interna- 
tional legitimacy and implement U.N. resolutions. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd Al 



Jordan’s economic performance m 




JORDAN’S gross domestic product (GDP) may have risen during 
1990 by 1.1 per cent in current prices, but it had declined in real 
terms by around 7.9 per cent. This drop is a painful blow to the 
economy in normal circumstances especially when we take into 
account the increase of population by around 10 per cent of which 
natural growth is responsible for 3.S per cent and the balance due 
to returnees from Kuwait and the Gulf and their families. 

But this drop in GDP is much milder than was anticipated by 
some analysts under the impact of the Gulf crisis and war which 
rocked the Jordanian economy and hit hard on all sources of 
foreign exchange including Arab aid, expatriates' remittances and 
export markets of goods and services. 

The official figures of the national accounts for the year 1990 
are not ready or available yet, but the estimates made by the 
experts of the International Monetary Fund (IMF;, who visited 
the country last month for annual consultations, indicate that 
various productive sectors of the economy reflect varying degrees 
of performance. The Gulf crisis did hit certain sectors such as 
tourism and transport while it did not affect other sectors. 

The table given below shows value added of each economic 
sector during 1990 in millions of Jordan dinars. The percentage of 
positive or negative growth is calculated in cun-ent prices, and the 


real growth, after excluding change in prices using a sectional 
deflator, is quite different from one sector to another and of 
course different from the cost of living index. 


Economic 

sector 


Value 

added 


Nominal 

growth 


Red 


The figures suggest thm agr iculture, electricity and water show 
a substantial real growth, while manufacturing industry, govern- 
ment services and other services show a relative stability- The 
sectors of transport and communication, construction, trade, 
tourism, and mining and quarrying, in that order, suffered a lot. 

The huge difference between gross domestic product and gross 
national product represents mainly interest due on foreign debt. 
They were taken into account even though a major part was not 
actually paid. 

Jordan’s social problems were aggravated by the fact that the 
standard of living before the Gulf crisis was around 215 per cent 
below the level of 1987 due to the economic crisis of 1988 and the 
application of the IMF austerity programme. In 1990 the gross 
domestic product was 8 per cent down while population were 10 
per cent up, another decline in the per capita income and standard 
of living of over 16 per cent. 
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The Middle East’s future: 
time to learn a new script? 


By Jezzar Giray 


EVENTS in Iraqi Kurdistan high- 
light a pressing need to address a 
cognitive disorder in Western 
political thinking with regard to 
Third World policies: that West- 
ern models can be successfully 
exported wholesale around the 
world. This has been a long and 
difficult path in the Middle East, 
Africa and Asia. The urgent need 
to examine this attitude anew is 
apparent in some dangerous mis- 
apprehensions concerning the 
specific interests of the Kurdish 
people and in the terms of our 
concern for the peace and secur- 
ity of the region. 

A typical example is the wish- 
ful thinking that (he revolt against 
Saddam Hussein is the “Arab 
World’s first mass democratic up- 
rising.” It must be faced that Iraq 
fulfils none of the most basic 
preconditions for democracy. 
Firstly there is no consensus. 
There are too many ingrained 
differences between the three 
main components of Iraq (Sunni 
Arab, Shi’ite Arab and Kurds) 
compounded by the mass of splin- 
ter groups. The 23 or, so "parties 
in exile” which comprise the “Ira- 
qi opposition” are not a mono- 
lithic body and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the grass- 
roots in Iraq. 

Secondly, there is no tradition 
or even memory of democracy. 
What is needed is a collective and 
pervasive democratic psyche at 
grass-roots level. For example 
when Alexis de Tocqueville vi- 
sited the new-born and democra- 
tic U.S.. he was impressed by the 
democratic committees which 
emerged from below, not im- 
posed from above; the free press 
which acted as an effective check 
on authoritarian-minded potiti- 
dans; and die democratic educa- 
tion that conditioned and trained 
its citizens in the democratic (no- 
cess. In the case of Iraq it is less 
the “tyranny of the majority” 
than the tyranny of yet another 
minority that we may see emerge. 

Islamic reformers will claim 
that there is a well established 
tradition of democracy in Islam as 
embodied in the notion of shura 
(consultation), and will frequent- 
ly cite baditb or “traditions” of 
die Prophet consulting with his 
peers before the battle of Badr. 
However this is so remote as to 
constitute a political antiquarian- 
ism. 


The existence of a reasonably 
sophisticated infrastructure and a 
functioning communications sys- 
tem is also an important precon- 
dition for democracy. However 
30 years of revolt against Bagh- 
dad in Kurdish areas and the toll 
of first the Iranian and then the 
Gulf and civil wars have left Iraq 
devastated. 


Finally a moderately equitable 
distribution of resources is crucial 
for a state to sustain a democratic 
system. “Democracy’' is dearly 
meaningless if part of the popula- 
tion is below the poverty level 
and another part controls ail the 
means of production. Moreover 
since the majority of the Kurdish 
and indeed Iraqi population are 
very poor, notions of “democra- 
cy” are at best academic. It is 
therefore premature, not to say 
dangerous, to imagine that demo- 
cracy is the panacaea for Kurdish 
and Iraqi ills. 


The notion of the nation-state 


Another pressing area for reap- 
praisal in Western attitudes con- 
cerns notions on the nation-state 
and political self-determination. 
While I applaud the emerging con- 
sensus among Western govern- 
ments and media that die Kurds 
should be offered a form of 
autonomy, and that we should 
eschew any ideas of an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state, it is time to 


articulate a general international 
political principle out of this spe- 
cific consensus. The West must 
rethink the traditional position 
(enshrined in the U.N, Charter) 
that all nations on earth have the 
automatic and God -given right to 
political self-determination, 
usually interpreted as implying 
separatism and independence. 


The nation-state idea is fun- 
damentally of Western and recent 
provenance. (Nation-states were 
imposed on the Arab World after 
World war I in arrogant abroga- 
tion of British and French assur- 
ances of Arab unity). The result 
is that Iraq, for example, is an 
artificial Western construct with- 
out history and. more important- 
ly, lacking in political legitima- 
tion. Therefore, the persistent 
Western attitude that regional 
peace and security would be en- 
sured by “preserving the integrity 
of Iraq” and blessing it with 
democracy is plagued with con- 
flicts. 


“The liberals have 
been no less zealous 
and patronising and 
more insidious than 
their imperialist 
grandfathers, in their 
doctrinal brow- 
beating of their Third 
World neighbours. 
More insidious since - 
their motives are guilt 
for the past and a 
genuine belief in the 
superior benefits of 
their democratic 
catechism. The West 
should overcome its 
stridently evangelical 
mission to erect mu- 
tated clones of its own 
pohtial models every- 
where, particularly 
where the democratic 
soil and socio-political 
climate are not 
appropriate.” 


The Kurdish Democratic Party 
spokesman in London, Mr. 
Shetwan Dizayee, freely admits 
that on the issue of “autonomy,” 
“we look at the situation pragma- 
tically, since independence is not 
possible just now internationally, 
and regionally... but we believe 
that the Kurds have the right to 
self -determination and their own 
state.” It is dear that the policy of 
the Kurdish opposition is to 
assuage regional and internation- 
al sensibilities by speaking the 
language of conciliation — that is 
“democracy” and “federalism” 
— within Iraq for the time being. 


The identity of the secular na- 
tion-state of “Iraq,” in the way in 
which it was constituted along 
cankered Western models under 
the Ba’ath, may carry as much 
emotive weight among ordinary 
“Iraqis” as say a football dub 
does among its local supporters. 
Many will pledge a superficially 
emotive loyalty to it, bat are unlike- 
ly to want to die for it. New- 
fangled myths like the Iraqi state 
are much less likely to garner 
mass support than more time- 
honoured, traditional categories 
tike Islam. 


This is well evidenced by Sad- 
dam's use of Islamic terminology 
in shameless reversal of secular 
claims when it came to the 
crunch. Saddam is sf cunning poli- 
tical opportunist of the first 
order, who well appreciates (as 
others have before hurt) the poli- 
tical utilitarianism of Islamic ter- 


minology. In- the absence of 
alternative structures with suffi- 
cient political legitimacy to mobil- 
ise the masses of Iraq, he recog- 
nised the compelling and historic 
power of these traditional net- 
works of loyalty. 

The liberals have been no less 
zealous and patronising and more 
insidious than their imperialist 
grandfathers, in their doctrinal 
brow-beating of their Third 
World neighbours. More insi- 
dious since their motives are guilt 
for the past and a genuine belief 
in the superior benefits of tbeir 
democratic catechism. The West 
should overcome its stridently 
evangelical mission to erect mu- 
tated clones of its own political 
models everywhere, particularly 
where the democratic soil and 
socio-political climate are not 
appropriate. 


The model of the Ottoman 
Empire 


In its search for a new and 
legitimate identity the new Iraq 
may find a rootedness in its re- 
cent history: the Ottoman 
Empire is a model that is not 
exclusive \o the inheritance of 
any specific community (not even 
Turk) but pan of the pool of 
shared experiences. 

I do not mean to suggest that 
the Ottoman Empire (which died 
after a long and protracted illness 
as the “Sick Man of Europe”) 
should be resurrected, but that 
the Western hegemony on politic- 
al thinking should be challenged 
in favour of Ottoman models. 
There are many valuable lessons 
here, both institutionally in its 
federated structure and devolu- 
tion of considerable power in 
such key areas as education, in- 
digenous administration and 
financial management; and attitu- 
dinally, in the traditional toler- 
ance of its multitudinous ethnic 
and religious communities. 

Since it cannot be gainsaid that 
Islam remains the chief source of 
political legitimacy, and since' 
grafts of Western structures have 
proved so signal a failure, 
perhaps it is time for elites in the 
Middle East to take the initiative 
away from the fundamentalist 
Jacobins and Sans-Culottes. The 
overriding potency of Islam is a 
strong consideration for moder- 
ate reformers to elevate it to the 
level of principle on tbeir own 
terms. The manipulative poten- 
tial of ideology most be as firmly 
fixed in the minds of such moder- 
ates as it evidently was for 
Machiavellian charlatans like 
Saddam. Geariy, “Islam,” like 
“Socialism” for example, is what 
you make of it. 

Such a development would 
seem to predicate yet again on 
the West's willingness to adjust 
its perceptions. In particular it 
requires a willingness and ability 
to demythotogise, and indeed 
“undemonise” Islam. It was this 
unfortunate perception of Iran, 
after all, which is responsible for 
the Western build-up of Saddam 
until their recent quarrel with 
him. 


The highly heterogeneous 
Ottoman Empire, with its semi- 
autonomous regions and millet 
system, provided a reasonable 
inter-communal harmony in its 
vast territories for many hun- 
dreds of years. That is, until 
Western nations wiped away this 
time-honoured and “divinely 
sanctioned” inheritance in favour 
of their own alien ideas. As Iraq 
attempts to rise out of its ashes, 
the Western and Eastern pro- 
tagonists of this drama should 
throw away the old script and 
prepare to learn new lines. 


Jezzar Giray is a free-lance writer 
living in London. The article is 
reprinted bom Middle East Inter- 
national. 


Shadow of a martyr 
stalks the Saudis 


By Helga Graham 


ONLY two months after the Gulf 
war against Iraq, Saudi Arabia is 
faring religious unrest that may 
prove harder to control than oil- 
well fires. 

The challenge to its regime is 
growing within its own most puri- 
tan element — as the start of the 
volatile pilgrimage period for 
Muslims looms on June 20. 

Amid news of Wahhabite 
preachers suspended by King 
Fahd’s half-brother and demon- 
strationson their behalf in the Al 
Qasim region of the Nejd, near 
Riyadh — the Saudi equivalent of 
the Home Counties — a Saudi 
source said: “There is no means 
of judging its strength, but there 
is a built-in explosive charge in 
the increased power of the reli- 
gious movement, particularly as it 
has spread to the army." 

Twelve years on, the shadow of 
Juhainan — the extraordinary 
young man beheaded following 
his armed takeover of Mecca's 
Grand Mosque with several hun- 
dred Tkhwan or Muslim Brothers 
— casts a shadow over the 
regime. . . 

The importance of Juhainan is 
that he came from the religious- 
tribal heartland of the Nejd that 
has traditionally supported the Al 
Saud family. Within his apocalyp- 
tic theology and anti-modernism 
lay a revolt in the name of Islamic 
purity against the corrupt lifes- 
tyle. bad financial management 
and autocracy of the royal family. 

Juhainan also rejected the 
Wahhabite religious authorities, 
the ulemas . accusing them of 
selling out to the Al Saud s. In- 
terrogated about :his arms cache, 
Juhainan replied: “You think it's 
difficult? The king smuggles in his 
whisky and drugs, I did the 
same.” 

The regime disregarded the 
warning to reform. The reaction- 
ary religious movement increased 
its power and religious police now 
take people from their homes by 
force. 

Over the past two years there 
has been a big increase in the 
fire-and-brimstone religious tapes 
against the royal family circulat- 
ing in Saudi. During the war, 
sermons were preached against 
the infidel West, but also -against 
•domestic abuses. 

One overt sign of the serious- 
ness of the situation is the 
memorandum delivered to King 
Fahd on May 18 by a group of 
Saudi religious leaders, deman- 
ding a full-blooded theocracy 
with representative institutions 
that would curb the power of the 
A Sauds. 


One theory current in Saudi 
inner circles is that the ulemas’ 


petition may be intended to lead 
to the replacement of King Fahd 
by his heir. Prince Abdullah, 
head of the National Guard. 

With its oil wealth drastically 
pruned, Saudi is again being rec- 
laimed by its own history, as the 
desert claims deforested land. In 
the past decade, dose to SlbO 
billion reserves have been squan- 
dered, leaving Saudi with only 
around S40 billion in Internation- 
al Monetary Fund and U.S. 
Treasury bonds. 

Although largely excluded 
from power, 65 per cent of the 
population is Hejazi — people of 
the western seaboard who were 
conquered by King Abdul Aziz's 
bedouin troops in the 1920s. 

Shi’ites an underprivileged 
minority of 15 per cent, have had 
their revolts in sympathy with 
Iraqi Shi'ites brutally repressed. 
The ruling Nejdi Wahbabices, 
who control the armed forces, are 
also a minority of around 15 per 
cent. Among them, the Ikhwan 
are a tiny fraction. 

Traditionally, the ^1 Saud 
family has shared power with the 
Wahhabite ulemas on a 75:25 
basis, with puritan zeal threaten- 
ing the balance when the repine 


is weak. 

The Ikbwan are again in the 
ascendant, their numbers swollen 
by thousands of students, trained 
in Wahhabite religious institu- 
tions, who “think like a thousand 
years ago because they were 
trained to think tike that.” 

“AH the leadership comes from 
Qasim, and 70 per cent of the 
movement," said an informed 
Saudi source. “Another danger is. 
that some of the liberal Nejdi 
middle class from Qasim, who 
control die major branches of 
government and financial institu- 
tions, are ready in their bid for 
power to make common cause 
with the Ikhwan against the 
Sauds.” 

Saudi liberals argue that 


genuine demoorario .refdrrt 
would reveal hcwYiwepresemi 
five the religious fundamentals 
are. But die- probfegrHs^ih: 
democracy has <Hi]y been* used; 
an instrument of pressure withi 
the royal family. . • 

In 1965. Fahd; then intern 
minister, used the threat again 
King Faisal, who told him ta ste 
the nonsense , ' winch Be did. No 
Fahd may fry 

off with a majority , c? seats m 
projected assembly. 

“If we' had real freedom < 
speech,” argues -a Saudi liber 
“as opposed to, the .artificii 
.assembly now planned, the ret 
gious minority would be isolate! 
since the vast majority of Sand 
oppose them.” — The Observe; 


SAUDI ARABIA 



Glory for the Super 
Superpower 


IT WAS ‘The power and the glory” that once made America fe 
great. But in the land of superlatives “great” was not goc 
enough, it had to be super. So the United States became 
superpower. By reaching out for die second super to become 
super-superpower they violated the basic rule of history that say 
every power has to have its limitations. As it seems, in Victual 
history decided to stick to its rules and to play by its rules r, 
matter how dirty the U.S. would play. It was then that ti 
American dream changed into the American nigh tmar e Afthoqj 
the power was still there, the gloiy got lost somehow in tt 
jungles of Vietnam and was never recovered (maybe it eve 
deserted). Many attempts were made to get it bade: Grenada 
Lebanon, Panama — but the glory remained missing in action, 
was a disaster, a national tragedy, a trauma — depressing. 

Finally, when the second superpower, started to lose her sup< 
status there was the unique chance to “kick the Vie tnam thing, 
to go and get die missing-link of American identity back(c 
linkage — just get the fc»k bade). 

There had always been rumours that America’s glory was oi 
there in Arabia Deserta . Not the time had come to check that on 
America’s finest were brought into Desert Storm to recover tt 
long lost glory. And the rumours were right, it was indeed a 
there, biding in the quicksands between Saudi Arabia an 
Kuwait, waiting to be picked np by some heroes. But the “boys 
didn’t like the Arabian Desert where the days are filled with sm 
and sand, and scorpions, and silence, and the nigh t* wii 
frightening echoes of bloody battles fought long ago. So th« 
decided to look somewhere else for that glory — apparently i 
Baghdad’s sewage system- What could they possibly find then 
one might ask. Well, it seems they found something that cool 
pass as what they were looking for. Because we were toid thi 
there was a victory, and even a “decisive" one — how dectsh 
one wonders with sanctions still needed and the deman d on Ira 
to destiny her own weapons. But then, what does that 
now? The nation is whole again, the nation is happy agah 
celebrating cheerfully the “decisive victory” over sewage im 
water systems, over electricity and communication networks, on 
bridges, schools, hospitals, over civilian air raid shelters an 
thousands of innocent people. The glory is back, back at las 

Only what will happen when the Hollywood teams fc 
camouflage, make-up, and special effects leave the army, an 
people begin to realise that the glory brought home from Arabi 
Desert is not at all the glory that was deserted in Vietnam? Wi 
there be another war “to kick the Guff Thing?" Or is there 
chance that even America will come to learn the two basic lessor 
of history: that “a nation which cannot afford to lose should nc 
wage war” and that “war is the intelligence of doom?” 


Elinor Kako Mnh— d j 
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Life after the death of Socialism 
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By David Marquaad 

FOR the best pan of a century, 
the socialist vision of a world 
remade haunted the imaginations 
of the idealistic and the disposses- 
sed- It inspired passionate loyal- 
ties, mobilised extraordinary' 
energies and survived innumer- 
able betrayals and disappoint- 
ments. Now it has dimmed. 

In some countries, nominally 
socialist parties remain in power 
but they have prospered only to 
the extent that they have aban- 
doned socialism. In most places, 
the word, as well as the thing, is 
in full retreat. The epic struggle 
between capitalism and socialism 
is over, and capitalism has won. 

Yet there is an irony here 
which triumphant conservatives 
and liberals are unwilling to con- 
front. The capitalism which has 
won is not the capitalism of the 
19th century fathers of free- mar- 
ket economics or today's New 
Right. Nor, for that matter, is it 
the capitalism analysed and ex- 
coriated by Marx. It is the reg- 
ulated. corporatist. socialistic 
capitalism which emerged un- 
planned, as a second-best com- 
promise, from the improvisations 
of war and post-war reconstruc- 
tion. Just as socialism continues 
to prosper only to the extent that 
it is not socialist, so capitalism has 
triumphed only because it is no 
longer capitalist. 

The reasons why it stopped 
being capitalist are manifold. The 
strange symbiosis between public 
power and private ownership 
which used to be called the mixed 
economy, and which it is now 
fashionable to call the social- 
market economy, has an approp- 
riately varied ancestry. The in-- 
te rests of big business, the 
teachings of the church, the im- 
peratives of national survival in a 
cut-throat world economy and 
the aspirations of the professional 
salariat. private and public, all 
helped to bring it into being. But 
it is doubtful if these would have 
done the trick if the moral and 
political challenge of socialism 
had not been omnipresent in the 
background. Capitalism put it's 
house in order because socialism 
put it on its mettle. 

Now that the challengers are 
silent, what happens tojhe chal- 
lenged? The conventional wis- 
dom-, shared by the dispirited 
left as well as the exultant tight, is 
that nothing much win happen: 
victorious capitalism will march 
ever onwards, its progress dis- 
turbed only by occasional petty 
disputes over the details of the 
route. I am not so sure. The 
reformed, welfare capitalism we 
have come to take for granted is a 
gift of history, as fragile as it is 
precious. There was nothing in- 
evitable about the compromises 
that brought it into being, and 
there is nothing inevitable about 
the subtle moral and political 
balance that sustains it. With no 
external pressure to keep it re- 
formed, that balance could easily 
be wrecked. The last 10 years 
have shown there are plenty of 
wreckers about. 

Although the early socialists 
were wrong in thinking that they 
could resolve the contradictions 
of capitalism, they were right m 
seeing that unregulated capital- 
ism could not generate its own 
resolution. Now, as much as in 
Marx's day, market forces cannot 
by themselves meet social costs or 
ensure distributive justice. Left to 
itself, the capitalist free market 
still despoils the environment. 


both social and natural, and re- 
wards ’.he strong, while punishing 
the weak. It is a marvellous ser- 
vant but a disastrous master. In 
one of the greatest achievements 
of the second half of this century, 
a few favoured societies learned 
to convert it from master to ser- 
vant. But the rise of the New 
Right has warned us that a smug 
and vainglorious capitalism may 
not remember the lesson. And if 
it is forgotten, the prospect is of 
evermore fragmented societies 
and an evermore ravaged planet. 

Before consigning socialism to 
a pauper's grave, it would be as 
well to re-examine the corpse. 
Exactly what has died, and how? 

Has anything survived? Granted 
thal socialism can no longer claim 
to have valid answers, ran it still 
ask .worthwhile questions? 
Granted, above all, that capital- 
ism is now in the ascendant, is 
there anything in socialism's lega- 
cy to help us to secure the 
achievements of the post-war 
period and save the victor from 
itself* 

The first thing to notice is that 
the corpse is a more complicated 
creature than the conventional 
wisdom allows. Socialism had at 
least five dimensions. It was, in 
the first place, an ethic. It was a 
difficult ethic to put into words, 
and socialists disagreed among 
themselves about how best to do 
so. Centre] to almost all their 
gropings. however, were words 
like cooperation, commonwealth 
and fellowship. 

Classical socialism was not pri- 
marily about equality, as the 
Gaitskellite revisionists imagined 
in the 1950s. Still less was it about 
liberty, as Roy Hattersley and 
Bryan Gould have insisted more 
recently. The term in the revolu- 
tionary triad that mattered most to 
socialists, the term that encapsu- 
lated the essence of the socialist 
ideal, was fraternity. That was 
what William Morris meant when 
he said that fellowship was 
heaven and the lack of fellowship 
was hell. It also lay behind Marx's 
gnomic formulation, “from each 
according to his abilities, to each 
according to his needs." In non- 
sexist language, we might call it 
"community." 

Secondly, socialism was an eco- 
nomic tbeoiy.Here too there were 
disputes, sometimes violent, 
within the socialist camp. Now 
that the fires have burned low, 
however, we can see that the 1 
differences were much less signi- 
ficant than the similarities. 

Socialists of all kind, Fabians as 
well as Marxists, gradualists as 
well as revolutionaries, took it for 
granted that social ownership 
would be more efficient than pri- 
vate, and a planned economy 
more than the free market. The 
mighty productive powers of ' 

modem industry were held back i 

by the chaos of private competi- 
tion. In a socially-owned eco- i 

nomy in which production would 
be of use, not profit, and with the 
blind fumblings of the capitalist 
entrepreneur replaced by con- i 

scions social direction — these 1 

powers would be liberated. The I 

result would be a Promethean 
upsurge of wealth creation, i 

freeing mankind at last from the i 
tyranny of want. 1 

Not only was socialism an eco- i 

nomic theory, it was also a scien- ' 
ce of society. Like their liberal < 

adversaries, socialists were chil- : 

dren of the enlightenment and < 

suffused with its imperious I 

rationalism. Society, they i 


assumed, followed a determinate 
path towards a know able goal. 
That goal was socialism, if was 
coming, not only or even mainly 
because it was right but because it 
was inevitable. Socialism thus 
had two faces. Socialists were, of 
course, committed partisans, 
embattled advocates of human 
emancipation. But. in their own 
eyes at least, they were also 
dispassionate inquirers, tensing 
out the laws of social develop- 
ment as physicists and biologists 
teased out the laws of nature. 


Yet it would be wrong to ex- 
aggerate these tensions. In spile 
of them, millions ot working peo- 
ple came to view themselves and 
their destiny through the prism of 
socialist theory. For. in varying 
degrees, socialism shaped the 
political and economic culture n( 
(he working class in almost all 
industrial countries outside North 
America. 

It was a school for citizenship, 
a source ol sell-discipline and 
self- respect. It threw a glow of 
principle over the evervdav siruu- 


‘ ‘Socialism was a secular religion. It had a 
heaven and a hell; saints and sinners; 
martyrs and persecutors; heretics and 
heresy-hunters; saved and damned; clergy 
and laity. Above all, it had eschatology — 
a science of last things. One day, the 
expropriators would be expropriated, the 
humble would be exalted and a new 
society, free of exploitation and injustice, 
would arise from the ruins of the old. No 
one knew when that day would come but 
there was no doubt that it would come/’ 


These two faces reinforced 
each other. Socialists claimed a 
special moral authority by virtue 
of their special mastery of social 
dynamics. Of course, they did not 
all pciture these dynamics in the 
same way. Marxist historical 
materialism and Fabian gradual- 
ism sprang from different philo- 
sophical roots and pointed to 
different practical conclusions. 
As on economics, however, these 
differences seem less significant 
in retrospect than the similarities. 
Sidney Webb was as confident as 
Marx that he had charted the 
course society was destined to 
follow and that his prescriptions 
for the future were uniquely com- 
pelling because he had done so; 
once in power, Fabians were as apt 
as Marxists to treat society as a 
set of building blocks, to be rear- 
ranged in accordance with a sri- 
entific grand design. And 
although socialists like Rosa Lux- 
emburg or even Keir Hardie put 
their faith in the spontaneous 
anger of the masses rather than in 
the laws of history, they were in a 
minority — icons rather lhan 
exemplars. 

Fourthly, socialism was the 
vehicle of a social interest — the 
instrument, inspiration and men- 
tor of the labour movement. To 
be sure, the relationship between 
vehicle and passenger was often 
ambivalent and always problema- 
tic. Socialist doctrine, again 
whether revolutionary or gra- 
dualist, allotted a unique, rede- 
mptive role to the proletariat. 
Unfortunately, real, live proleta- 
rians did not all want to be 
redeemers. They cheered the vi- 
sion of a new society on high days 
and holidays but on weekdays 
their aims were more prosaic — 
better wages, better conditions, a 
better future for their children. 
And so the literature of socialism 
is full of complaints- about the 
narrow horizons, limited ambi- 
tions, short-sighted materialism 
and dull- beaded stodginess of the 
working class, while the history of 
organised labour is full of ten- 
sions between the practical needs 
of working men and women and 
the pure flame of the socialist 
ideal. 


gles of the factory floor, and gave 
dignity and meaning to lives 
which market economics treated 
as commodities. By a strange 
irony, the moral legacy of these 
achievements still helps to under- 
pin the cooperative understand- 
ings on which reformed capital- 
ism depends — not the least of 
the reasons why the Scandinavian 
and central European economies, 
where the working-class move- 
ment was most influenced by 
socialist leaching, have been the 
most successful in the Atlantic 
world. 

Finally, socialism was a secu- 
lar religion. It had a heaven and a 
hell; saints and sinners; martyrs 
and persecutors: heretics and 
heresy-hunters; saved and 
damned; clergy and laity. Above 
all. it had eschatology — a scien- 
ce of last things. One day. the 
expropriators would be expropri- 
ated, the humble would be ex- 
alted and a new society, free of 
exploitation and injustice, would 
arise from the ruins of the old. 
No one knew when that day 
would come but there was no 
doubt that it would come. 

By the same token, the details 
of .the new society were a little 
vague: like Christians, socialists 
were better at anathematising 
vice than describing virtue. But 
its vagueness was an asset. It 
shimmered in the distance, all the 
more glorious because no one 
knew what it would be like. And. 
as with Christianity, the force of 
that vision justified the most 
appalling crimes, as well as call- 
ing forth the most astounding dis- 
plays of heroism and self-sacri- 
fice. 

Now it is all. or nearly all. over. 
No one. not even the Chinese and 
certainly not the Russians, still 
accepts the economic theory of 
socialism. A Promethean upsurge 
of wealth creation has indeed 
taken place, but in the mixed or 
social-market economies of cen- 
tral Europe and the Pacific Rim. 
The core socialist assumption rhat 
social ownership was bound to be 
more efficient lhan private, and 
social direction than the market, 
has turned out to be the reverse 
of the truth. It is social own- 


ership, not private, that holds 
back the productive powers of 
modem industry; direction, not' 
the market, that produces the 
most grotesque m ^allocations 
and the most crippling bot- 
tlenecks. 

To be sure, the doctrinaire 
apologists for the free market are 
as mistaken as the doctrinaire 
socialists, whom they mimic unin- 
tentionally. The economies which 
have succeeded most spectacular- 
ly are those with developmental 
states, where public power has 
canalised market forces so as to 
make them flow in the desired 
direction. But the developmental 
state is as remote from the social- 
ist state, whether Marxist or Fa- 
bian, as from the Nigh (watchman 
State of classical economics. 

The social science of socialism 
has fared no better. Imperious 
enlightenment, rationalism and 
scientific social engineering are 
now discredited, on" the left even 
more than on the right. We have 
learned that the social sciences 
are quite different in character 
and logical status from the natu- 
ral sciences. We are also begin- 
ning to leam — far more distur- 
bingly for the world-view which 
socialists shared with anti-social- 
ists — that the natural sciences 
themselves are quite different in 
character and status from what 
the hubristic social scientists of 
the llitth and 19th centuries im- 
agined them to be. An obvious 
implication is that civil society 
cannot be remade to fit a grand 
design — not just because it is apt 
to resist, but because the very 
notion of a grand design is a 
dangerous absurdity. 

To the extent that socialism is 
still the vehicle of the working 
class, that is now a handicap 
rather than an asset. The classical 
working class, the proletariat 
which Marx described and helped 
to form, has almost disappeared. 
Some of it — in most developed 
societies, the majority — has 
been absorbed, for all practical 
purpose's, into the middle class. 
The rest — the unskilled, the 
handicapped, the victims of racial 
prejudice — have become an 
alienated under-class, effectively 
excluded from foil citizenship. 
But this under-class has little in 
common with the disciplined class 
warriors who were supposed to 
carry the future in their knap- 
sacks. If anything, it is more 
reminiscent of the lumpen- 
proletariat which the early social- 
ists saw as recruiting material for 
the military and strike breaking. 

Partly because of this, the secu- 
lar religion has lost its power as 
well. Socialism has zealous 
bureaucrats, faithful supporters, 
even loyal voters. What it does 
not have are believers. The most 
successful socialist politicians of 
our day — Mitterrand. Gonzales, 
Craxi — have about the same 
relationship with the socialism of 
the pioneers as Renaissance 
popes with the Christianity of the 
apostles. The socialist parties of 
western Europe are still the conti- 
nent's largest reservoir of social 
decency and hope, bu they no 
longer promise salvation to the 
elect or damnation to the unre- 
generate. They stand for reform, 
progress, amelioration, not for 
transformation. As for the social- 
ist parties of the east, all that 
remains is a collection of empty 
husks. 

Yet in this catalogue of decay, 
one item is conspicuous by its 
absence. Nothing has happened 


to invalidate the socialist ethic. 
The values of community and 
* fellowship speak as loudly 'to the 
late 20th century as to earlier 
periods. Indeed, in some respects 
they speak more loudly. For with 
the ethic went an inright — the 
insight that all societies, even 
capitalist ones, depend on com- 
munity ties; and that community- 
ties are public goods, which the 
competitive free market cannot 
supply but can destroy. 

Different socialists expressed 
that insight in different ways but 
almost ail of them felt its force. 
They knew in their bones that a 
society based on the acquisitive 
individualism of market econo- 
mics would be a contradiction in 
terms. They also knew that, in 
seeking to base society on ac- 
quisitive individualism, the apo- 
logists of the free market risked 
breaking the mainspring of 
mutual trusr on which all societies 
depend. 

A hundred years ago. when the 
socialist critique of capitalism 
first developed political momen- 
tum. that danger was remote. 
Marx. Morris and even the young 
Tawncy lived in societies satu- 
rated with the communal ethic of 
pre- industrial past and shot 
through with institutions that 
embodied it. Churches, universi- 
ties. municipalities, crafts, pro- 
fessions. armies all, in different 
ways to differing degrees, ex- 
pressed a collective morality of 
some kind. Indeed, the capitalist 
free market drew on the legacy of 
the old ethic, even while deplet- 
ing it. Now the danger has come 
close, above all, perhaps, in the 
casino capitalism of Britain and 
the U.S.. The relentless tide of 
market individualism is steadily 
eroding what remains of rhe old , 
communalism, like a high sea 
scooping out the foundations of a 
cliff; and despite worried grop- i 
ings by figures as disparate as \ 
Douglas Hurd. Vaclav Havel and 
the Pope, no one has yet found a 
new communalism to replace it. 
The socialist insight is increasing- 
ly borne out. The socialist ethic 
has ceased to be a nebulous piety 
and become a necessity. 

The central question for the 
post-socialist era is whether in- 
sight and ethic can be brought 
together in a new project with 
some purchase on social reality. 
The only honest answer is that 
there is, as yet. no way of telling. 

There are some growth points 
— the citizenship debate which 
now engages virtually the whole 
political spectrum; the com- 
munitarian critique of liberalism 
which has become a major theme 
of moral and political philosophy; 
the feminist critique of traditional 
conceptions of politics and the 
public sphere; the green emphasis 
on sustainability and stewardship; 
the growing realisation that hu- 
man capital and economic coop- 
eration hold the key to high 
quality production; even the em- 
ergence. in some companies, of a 
more decentralised and participa- 
tory style of management. But 
although a new paradigm, which 
cannot be encapsulated in the 
familiar language of right and 
left, is slowly beginning to 
emerge, the deadly old paradigms 
of top-down collectivism and ato- 
mistic individualism are taking an 
unconscionable time to leave" the 
state. And lime is getting short. 

David Marquand is Professor of 
Politics at the University of Shef- 
field. The article is reprinted 
from The Guardian. 


By Nut Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — 'i spent 15 days 
in the desert between the Dead 
Sea and the Red Sea... halfway 
between these two seas are the 
rains of an imposing city, prob- 
ably Petra, situated in the 
Musa valley. Splendidly deco- 
rated funerary vaults, hewn 
out of the rock, the remains of 
temples, palaces, an 
amphitheatre, an aqueduct and 
Other curiosities make these 
ruins one of the most interest- 
ing places 1 have yet seen." 

This was the impression of 
the Swiss-born traveller. 
Johann Ludwig Burckhardl 
(better known as John Lewis 
Burckhardt) when he saw Pee- 
rs for the first time in I 812. Although 
it was difficult for Europeans 
to travel freely into the orient 
because they were suspected of 
being spies, Burckhardt was 
able to manoeuvre around the 
heavily guarded Wadi Musa 
under the pretext that he 
wanted to make a sacrifice at 
Aaron's tomb. 

In fact, for the most pan. 
Burckhardt posed as an Indi- 
an-Arab merchant and used 
caravans for protection 
whenever he could. Along the 
10.000 kilometres he covered 
in six years, he was robbed 
several times and nearly 
arrested as a spy. But "his 
disguise as Sheikh Ibraheem 
evidently won him the confi- 
dence of the native popula- 
tion." wrote Werner A. Gal- 
lusser. 

Burckhardt's travels took 
him to Syria. Egypt, Mecca 
and Medina. His commission, 
by the African Association for 
promoting the discovery of the 
interior parts of Africa in Lon- 
don, was to cross the continent 
from Cairo to Niger. 

Burckhardt was born in 
Lausanne, Switzerland in 1784. 
He studied law, philosophy 
and history in Germany and 
then moved to London in 1806. 
where he joined the African 
Association. Apparently, 
Burckhardt's interest in the 
orient began when he learned 
Arabic through the associa- 
tion. He converted to Islam, 
dressed in oriental style and 
adopted the name Sheikh 
Ibraheem Ibn Abd Allah." 

Burckhardt saw Petra by ’’ 
tricking the suspicious inhabi- 
tants, but he rediscovered Abu 
Simbet in Egypt through sheer 
luck. On his journey from the 
upper Nile Valley to Aswan 
and as he was climbing up a 
sandy slope, he stumbled on 
something. “When having 
luckily turned more south- 
ward, I fell in with what is yet 
visible of four immense col- 
ossal statues cut out of the 
rock, at a distance of about 200 
yards from the temple. They 
were almost entirely buried, 
but the head, which is above 
the surface, has a most ex- 
pressive, youthful counte- 
nance," Burckhardt wrote. 

Not only a traveller but a 
writer as well. Burckhardt 
highlighted the significance of 
.Mecca and Medina in 1814 to 
1815. He sent detailed reports 
to London about the religious 
(Haj) ceremonies. Scholars 
contend that Burckhardt was 
successful in making Islam bet- 
ter understood by the Euro- 
peans who until then did not 
appreciate the significance of 
the holy places. 

Using bis intimate know- 
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Burckhardt in oriental dress 

ledge of the Arabic language. 
Burckhardt wrote a book 
which had an immediate im- 
pact on Europe. A book on 
999 Arabic proverbs, edited by 
William Ouse ley in London, in 
1830. The proverbs compiled 
offered a genuine taste of the 
language spoken in Egypt, 
especially Cairo and the tc-wns 
of the delta. “These sayings 
are useful as they serve to show 
us how the Arabs judge men 
and things, and in this respect 
it must be acknowledged that 
many are dictated by wisdom 
and sagacity." the editor of the 
proverbs concluded in his in- 
troduction. 

Among his other achieve- 
ments throughout the region, 
Burckhardt made major 
archaeological discoveries. Mr. 
Gallusser writes: “His travel 
diaries contain a great many 
carefully executed copies of 
inscriptions from the temples 
and ruined cities which he vi- 
sited. This documentary record 
was made under difficult cir- 
cumstances. since such copies 
had to be written while attract- 
ing as little attention as possi- 
ble. This in itself is a consider- 
able achievement." 

But. Burckhardt never suc- 
ceeded in crossing the desert to 
Niger. Apparently just before 
his trip, he became a victim of 
fish poisoning which led to a 
severe attack of dysentery. 
Burckhardt died in Cairo in 
1817. 

Before his death, however, 
Burckhardt was able to com- 
pile all his notes into a series of 
collections which are now 
found at Cambridge Universi- 
ty, England. They include: 
"Travels in Nubia (1819). 
“Travels in Syria and the Holy 
Land" (1822) and "Travels in 
Arabia" (1829). His works 
were translated into German, 
French, Italian and Spanish 
and all met with great success 
because of the "enthusiasm for 
things oriental that was sweep- 
ing Europe at that time." 

According to the Swiss 
ambassador to Jordan, Mr. 
Bernardino Sciolli, the Burc- 
khardt name is very important 
in the history and literary 
world. This year commemo- 
rates seven centuries of the 
foundation of the Swiss Con- 
federation and in celebration 
“we wfll open an exhibition on 
Burckhardt as a gift for Jor- 
dan," Mr. Sciolli said. He ex- 
plained the exhibition world 
open in Amman, move to 
Irbid's Yarmouk University 
and end in Petra. A Swiss, 
delegation is expected to arrive 
in August to conduct research 
on Petra. "We are hoping to 
bring one of the members of 
the Burckhardt family to be 
present during the opening of 
the exhibition." the ambassa- 
dor added. 
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Senna escapes unhurt after overturning car 


MEXICO CITY (R) -- World 
raampion Ayrton Senna escaped 
unhurt Friday after overturning 
his McLaren in a high-speed acci- 
dent during the final minutes of 
opening qualifying for Sunday's 
Mexican Grand Prix. 

. The 31-year-old Brazilian was 
attempting to exit the infamous 
180-degree Peraltada curve, 
which leads to the start-finish 
straight at about 250 kph when he 
lost control of his car and it slid 
across the track. 

The car spun off into the tyre 
barriers and then turned upside 
down in a cloud of dust and 
debris before Senna eventually 
crawled out of the wreckage and 
walked away to safety. 

Looking extraordinarily unflus- 
tered after what was the biggest 
accident of his Formula One 
career. Senna said: “It was a big 
shunt. Once the car hit the tyre 
barrier backwards, it got flipped 
upside down and ended up in the 
sand.” 

“Up to that point, the car was 
going quite well. We just have to 
do' some fine-tuning in prepara- 
tion for tomorrow.” 

Remarkably, Senna appeared 
to suffer no new injuries to add to 
the estimated 20 stitches he 


needed to close a head wound 
suffered in a jet ski accident at his 
Sao Paolo beach home last Sun- 
day. 

His car, however, is likely to 
require extensive repairs. One 
front wheel was tom off and there 
was severe damage to both the 
front and rear wheels and much 
of the chassis. 

Senna had been attempting to 
make a typical last-ditch effort to 
recover provisional pole position 
when he crashed at the same 
point where Belgian Bertrand 
Gacbot had gone off in his Jordan 
only 20 minutes earlier. 

Gachot had crashed heavily, 
spinning backwards into the bar- 
rier, but like Senna, escaped un- 
hurt. The accident caused the 
session to be red flagged and 
stopped for 18 minutes before it 
resumed and Senna crashed. 

At the end of the day. Senna 
had to be satisfied with only the 
third-quickest time, as Italian 
Riccardo Patrese. continuing 
where he (eft off in Montreal two 
weeks ago, took the overnight 
pole with an outright lap record 
of one minute 16.696 seconds. 

He was less than three tenths of 
a second- quicker than his Wil- 
liams team mate. Briton Nigel 



Ayrton Senna 

Mansell, who clocked 1:16.978 to 
join Patrese on the provisional 
front row. 

Senna's quickest time of 
1:17.264 set midway through the 
session was good enough for him 
to secure third position, ahead of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi in a Fer- 
rari. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger was 
fifth fastest in the second 
McLaren and Brazilian Nelson 
Piquest was sixth quickest in a 


Bennetton. 

Frenchman Alan Prost, in the 
second Ferrari, had to settle for 
the seventh best time after a day 
undennined by engine and gear- 
box problem. 

Patrese, who had to ignore the 
effects of a nasty bout of stomach 
cramps and sickness, said he felt 
doubtful about his fitness for the 
race despite being delighted with 
his qualifying form. 

He said: “It is the same as 
Montreal. I can do a lap. but at 
the moment I don't know about 
the race.” 

“I was feeling fine when I left 
the hotel, but then in practice, 
everything turned into a nigh- 
tmare... I shall have to wait and 
see how I feel tomorrow.” 

Manse!, who was also feeling 
unwell, said: "It was a repeat of 
Montreal for me too with my race 
car breaking down in the pits, so I 
had to take the spare. I am 
pleased I have managed to be 
second and quite happy with 
that.” 

Several drivers complained ab- 
out the bumpy and slippery sur- 
face of the track, which has al- 
ways been considered dangerous, 
particularly at Peraltada where 
Senna went off. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Navratilova hungry for the 10th 
Wimbledon singles title 


Borg says he will be ready in a short time 


BIRMINGHAM, England (R) — Martina Navratilova made it 
clear Wednesday that she is more determined than ever to capture 
her 10th singles title at Wimbledon starting later this month. 
“There are a couple of hungry players and I am one of them.” 
said Navratilova after a 6-2 6-3 demolition of Indonesia's Yayuk 
Basuki at (he dow classic grass court tournament. “There are a 
few of us who ought to win and I guess experience ought to count 
for something.” “I am excited about still being in the hunt. Last 
year I didn't know if I could play because I had trouble with my 
knees but I had them fixed and I feel 10 years younger.” But the 
34-year-old American insisted she would not still be playing at 40. 


Red Star’s Binic gets six-month ban 


ZAGREB. Yugoslavia (R) — Red Star Belgrade winger Dragisa 
Binic was suspended for six months Friday for punching the 
referee in a league match last week. Binic, one of the penalty 
scorers when Red Star beat Marseille in the European Cup Final 
May 29, was among several players involved in a dispute with the 
referee during a match against Hajduk Split. He floored the 
referee with a powerful uppercut and was later shown the red 
card. Binic had been tipped to continue his career abroad next 
season, but under Yugoslav rules a player cannot negotiate with a 
foreign club when under suspension. “Binic did a very serious 
thing and was lucky the suspension was not bigger,” said Marko 
flesic, president of the Yugoslav soccer .federation. “He has no 
right to appeal." 


HAMBURG (AP) — Five-time Wimbledon champion Bjorn 
Borg believes that bis game will soon improve so much that he will 
be able to beat Boris Becker and other top tennis players, 
according to an interview published Friday. In an advance release 
of the interview to appear in next week's issue of the magazine 
Der Spiegel, Borg said he plans to play in 10-15 tournaments a 
year. Borg, 35, who is attempting a comeback after an eight-year 
retirement, said his game will soon become “as good as it was a 
decade ago, and then I could also beat Boris Becker.” But. Borg 
said, his aim was “to play for myself and noit for the rankings.” 
Becker is the no. 2 in the world. Borg's comeback suffered a 
setback when he was beaten soundly in the first round of the 
Monte Carlo Open in April by unheralded Spaniard Jordi Arrese. 
Since then, he has been working with former Italian stars Adriano 
Panatta and Paolo Bertolucci. He has also dropped his outdated 
wooden racket in favour of a more conventional composite one. 


Zaragoza regains WBC super-bantamweight title 


Edberg beats Cash to reach semifinals 


LONDON (R) — World number one Stefan Edberg stopped Pat 
Cash’s Wimbledon warm-up in its tracks when he beat the 
Australian in the quarterfinals of the Queen's Club Grass Court 
Tournament Friday. The clash of the present and past Wimbledon 
champions ended with a 6-3 6-4 victory for the Swede. The two 
men, who both have London homes, have been playing superbly 
on the familiar Queen’s Club grass this week despite blustery 
conditions and frequent showers. But the 25-year-old Edberg. 
who begins the defence of his Wimbledon crown in 10 days* time, 
proved to have the stronger nerves. Edberg. who had beaten 1987 
Wimbledon winner Cash twice already this year — in the 
Australian Open and indoor in Brussels — broke his opponent in 
the fifth and ninth games of the first set with some superb returns. 
In a separate development both Lendl and Sampras were beaten 
at Queen’s yesterday. 


TOKYO (R) — Mexico's Daniel Zaragoza regained his World 
Boxing Council (WBC) super-bantamweight title at the age of 33 
Friday with a split-decision victory over champion Kytoshi 
Hatanaka of Japan. The 12-round bout, in Hatanaka’s hometown 
of Nagoya, started off well for the 24-year-old champion whose 
double-fisted blows kept Zaragoza on the ropes. But the 
Mexican, possessor of a useful right hook, opened up a cut above 
the champion's left eye in the fourth round when the two men 
began to trade punches on more equal terms. Zaragoza carried on 
the offensive over the next eight rounds, finally earning sufficient 
points for victory. There were no knockdowns. Zaragoza cap- 
tured the vacant WBC super-bantamweight crown in February 
1988 but lost it to American Paul Banke m April last year. His win 
Friday robbed Japan of its only world boxing title. 


Rosario wins WBA Junior welterweight 
title 


SACRAMENTO. California (R) — Edwin Rosario of Puerto 
Rico won the World Boxing Association (WBA) junior welter- 
weight tide from defending champion Loreto Garza of the United 
States when the referee stopped the fight in the third round of 
their scheduled 12-round bout Friday night. Rosario, who 
previously held three different lightweight titles, improved his 
record to 37-4 with 32 knockouts. Garza, in his second title 
defence, dropped to 2&-1-2. 


Peanuts 


6000 MORNING, CLA55.. MV 
NAME 15 CHARLIE BR0WM... 
WELCOME TO BIBLE SCHOOL.. 


WILL WE BE 
ABLE TO A5K 
QUESTIONS IN 
THIS CLASS? 


ABSOLUTELY! 
WHAT 15 YOUR 
QUESTION? ^ 




Andy Capp 



ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT, 
CQfVlEOFF IT 
“IT ISN'T THE 
&GST TmE IVE 
HIT THE BOARD/ 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



Martina Navratilova 


Navratilova lawsuit will not 
interfere with Wimbledon 


FORT WORTH. Texas (AP) — 
Martina Navratilova won't have 
to appear in Fort Worth for a 
deposition during Wimbledon, 
after all. 

On Friday, attorneys for Nav- 
ratilova were granted a con- 
tinuance for a deposition re- 
quested by the tennis star's for- 
mer companion. 

Judy Nelson contends in a law- 
suit against Navratilova that -the 
tennis player has not lived up to 
terms of a 1986 agreement pro- 
viding that if they split up. they 
would divide assets accrued since 
they began living together in July 
1984. 


Navratilova sent Nelson a let- 
ter in April dissolving their rela- 
tionship. 

Nelson's attorneys had asked 
that Navratilova appear in Fort 
Worth July 2 for the deposition. 
Navratilova, however, will be 
competing June 24-Joly 7 at 
Wimbledon and wanted the hear- 
ing delayed until after the tourna- 
ment. 


Navratilova’s attorneys were 
ordered by senior visiting Judge 
Harry Hopkins to produce the 
deposition between July 16 and 
Aug. 2, said court coordinator 
Anita Hackett. 


Burrell walks out of 
Carl Lewis’ shadow 


NEW YORK (AP) — Leroy 
Burrell walked off with a world 
record — and out of the shadow 
of Carl Lewis. 

Not that Lewis was a flop 
.Friday at the U.S. Track and 
| Field Championships. While Bur- 
rell was bursting out of the blocks 
to a 9.90 time in the 100-metre 
dash, Lewis just missed catching 
his teammate and friend. It was 
Lewis’ fastest time since the 1988 
Olympics, when his 9.92 was de- 
clared victorious and the world 
record after Ben Johnson was 
disqualified for steroid use. 

■ Burrell and Lewis. They might 
be linked together in headlines 
and record books for a long time. 

“I couldn't have done it with- 
out the help of Carl and my 
teammates at the Santa Monica 
Track Club,” Burrell said as he 
unzipped the tuxedo shirt of his 
fashionable warmup that caught 
the eyes of most spectator well 
before Burrell blazed to the 
world mark. “Everybody helps 
me and supports me and we lift 
each other up. We can't help but 
stand above the crowd.” 

Santa Monica had five of the 
eight 100 finalists. 

Burrell was not surprised by his 
performance. He was a little stun- 
ned at how quickly he got it 
going, though. 

“Everything went well from 
the start, obviously,” said Bur- 
rell, 24. “I reacted to the gun very 
well, drove out of the blocks 
powerfully and accelerated unlike 
ever before.” 

Neither Burrell nor Lewis felt 
he was m top shape for this meet. 
That bodes well for the rest of the 
year. 

"It’s funny, I run fast in shape 
and out of shape,” said Burrell, 
who later qualified for the 200 
semifinals. “You never know and 
it just came together today. But I 
know there are areas I can im- 


prove in and it's just a matter of 
putting it all on the track.” 
Addes Lewis, who will try to 
extend a 10-year, 64-meet win- 
ning streak in the long jump 
Saturday, 'This is just the begin- 
ning of a great summer. I think all 
of us will be faster by August." 

[f Lewis had gotten a faster 
stan, be might have lowered the 
world standard himself. 

“I didn't run well out of the 
blocks, but the bottom line is 
when you get to the line at this 
kind of championships, the best 
man will do it. That was Leroy 
today.” 


Another ’Olympic champion 
named Lewis, Steve Lewis, pul- 
led up when the hamstring tight- 
ened in his left leg in a 400-metre 
heat. 

Greg Foster, the two-time de- 
fending world champion, won the 
110 hurdles. Jack Pierce, who got 
a flyer at the start, was second, 
followed by Renaldo Nebemiab, 
Fosters longtime rival and for- 
mer world record holder. 

Gail Deveis-Roberts, who only 
two months ago began recovering 
from Graves disease, a potential- 
ly fetal thyroid condition, took 
the women’s 100 hurdles. Devers- 
Roberts barely could think walk 
earlier this year after tide effects 
from radiation treatments burned 
hdr feet. 

“I’ve got a lot to be thankful 
for,” she said. “If you think 
you’ve got it rough, believe in 
yourself and keep on keeping on 
and you will succeed.” 

Also succeeding in making the 
world team were Dawn Bowles 
and Amita Epps-Myricks. 

The women’s 100 was won by 
NCAA champ Caiiette Guidry of 
Texas. Joining her in Tokyo will 
be Gwen Torrence and Evelyn 
Ashford, the three-tune Olympic 
gold medallist. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

0990 Tifiune MMa Sarvcra. tnc 


GOLDEN PLAY 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

♦ A 6 6 

T A K J 3 
v A J 8 4 

♦ J 6 

WEST EAST 

4 K 7 4 2 4 Q 10 9 3 

10 9 C 8 5 4 

: 752 :• K Q 10 

♦ A 8 4 4 JO 5 3 

SOUTH 
4 <1 5 
C762 
:• 9 6 3 

♦ K Q 9 7 2 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

Pass Pass Pass 1 v 

Pas* 1 NT Pass 3 NT 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 4 
In a column a few days ago, ... 
mentioned Adam Meredith as one 
of the great players of what we con- 
sidered the Golden Age of bridge. 
“Plum," a s he was called by his 
friends, was known almost as much 
for his penchant of bidding three- 
card spade suits as for his ability to 
rescue impossible contracts. Here’s 
an example from the 1955 Great 
Britain -USA world championship 
encounter, won by the former. 

North’s jump to three no trump 
was more than a little puahv. and 
looking at all the hands i, appears 


that the contract mus< fail — West 
need only hold up the ' >. of clubs 


flla 

for one round. But ’ declarer 


we 


create a false picture of the closed 
hand. 

East won the opening lead with 
the queen of spades and returned 
the three, covered by the jack and 
king and taken with the ace. With 
nary a moment’s thought. Meredith 
led the jack of clubs from the table 
and put up his king! 

West was faced with a crucial de- 
cision before he knew much about 
the hand, especially declarer's dia- 
mond bolding. Apparently afraid 
that declarer was trying to steal the 
fulfilling trick. West took the ace of 
clubs. The defenders then collected 
two spade tricks, ending in the East 
hand, and East exited with the king 
of diamonds. 

The beauty of declarer's play in 
clubs was about to bear fruit- De- 
clarer won dummy's ace of dia- 
monds. led a club and finessed the 
nine! It was no more than fitting 
that the finesse should win and the 
dubs should divide evenly. When 
the heart queen proved to be favor- 
ably located as well, declarer was 
able to score four club tricks, ihfee 
hearts and the aces of spades and 
diamonds to bring his total to nine. 

Deceptive play of classic 
perfection. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JUNE 16, »» 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Ceno» Hgm / 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You effort 


find there are. a number of delays 
or disappointments in the early 
part of the day that require a 
considerable amount of pawnee 

on your part. Show thM you follow 

rules scrupulously. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 
You rjn have so many wonderful 
ideas now that you should wisely 
fT»aVf . notations of them so ^ 
not lose the value they could bring 
you by forgetting them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can benefit greatly in the 
future by the ability today to sec 
the ways and means by wiridi yon- 
can add to your income and re- 
value you have. ' 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have every kind of chance now to 
gain whatever a of personal value 
to you and others wi&ing to help 
you put in motion a desirable plan. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you have m 
pimrf that does mean investigating 
better ways to put your own cher- 
ished longings and secret desires m 
effect. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 

some time out to join good friends 
at whatever they like to do that 
. p lea s es yon and find out how 

you can be of service to them later. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Ycrar outside interests are Of 
paramount importance now and 
can be enhanced by whatever 


interesting day. 

LIBRA: (Septembet23 toO*be ; 

22) Whatever you have beeaooing^ 
fhat has b ecome a dra g can ‘BOW hie 
replaced by some mterestingjjew; 
condition that wffl please and teing 
you plenty. Y.'/ V J 

SCORPfOi (October 23 to Now®-. ' 
ber21)Therc are some pretty dem; 

• seated motirire percep tions 
yours that give you rim axBwersiqc,' 
which you have been searching m'] 
some tilde. . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22to3§ 
December 21) You are abtetd^- 
/fwarnoa in very logical ter ms w l^; 
ever points of tenskm exist be^ 
tween you and anyone rise an d ™s. 

. is your time.tD'be cooperative.' 



CAPRICORN: (Deoember 22 
January 20) Take rometime outto^ 
really show what hangons'se^ps* 
work matters so those who'yqa ■ 
want’ to’ be assodatedwithbtii' 
decide now if they want ytisjr. 
alliance. - 


AQUARIUS: ( January 2tib feting • 
ary 19) There are some pretty , 
interesting pleasures now awaiting 
you so after assignments lie off . 
with congenial companions to wltk: 
gives you a kick.' . - - _!'• •• 

PISCES: (February 20 to March'. 
20) If you hav e an yt h ing that is not : 
working a* you wish at home/ 
make a point to sit down add 
dw c xB S harmoniously with family 
members and soh"e_ irndUgentiy^ 


r?-vv 










V. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I disguised the car to look like 
a turtle. So when I'm going fast 
the police will think I’m . 
going stow!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLB3 WORD GAME 
>4 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee . 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
ona letter to each square; to form 
four ortflnay words. 


PAPYL 


_CL 

11_ 




LUBLY 

X 






1 DOUTS 



L 



NAMALY 


M j 

HI 



HI 

LJ — l 

LJ 


ji 

LJ 


IN THE RACE TO 
THE ALTAR SHE 
WAS ON THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


« ^ rxxxinm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
POPLAR ALPACA 


Jumbles: MERGE SANDY 

Answer That nutty crook brought a banana to the court- 
room so that ha codcl do this — 


"AP-PEAL" HIS CASE 


THE Daily Crossword by'dmce W. Thompson 


ACROSS 
1 Dank 

5 Caustic in tone 
10 Seth's father 

14 Bibfcai twin 

15 Ballet 
movement 

16 Pleasing 

17 Board game 

20 Understanding 

21 Tricked ana 

22 Choir voices 

23 Milan mooie 

24 Broadway 
musical 

26 Pampered 
28 Talking foy 
30 Drs.' org. 

33 Farm measure 

34 Uncanny 

35 Excavated 

36 Spectacular 
construction 

'40 Relatives 

41 Holey roll 

42 Poker stake 

43 Agent 

44 Deadwood's 
locale: abbr. 

45 Nimble 

47 Air. setter 

48 Lacdc e.g. 

49 Detest 

52 Satenandere 

53 Occupation 
56 Transportation 

in an oM song 
60 "Fatha” Hines 
B1 A Doubleday 

62 Biblical brother 

63 Arab robes 

64 Dreads 

65 Secretary 


5 

r~ 

) 

n 

14 



jj 

17 



f 

20 



fm 



23 


27 

it 

















9 



47 


SO 

si 











— _ 



— 


o Hi ns hs 


M HiQ«j Remwd 


DOWN 

1 Ship floor 

2 Hetman 
Arthur 

3 Paramount . 

4 Paronomasia 

5 Ridfcutous 

6 Thin pancake 

7 Cereal 

8 Somewhat suit. 

9 Sandra or 
Ruby 

10 Low joint 


11 Pood regimen 

12 Before bat or 
phobia 

13 Clutter 
iBChanteuse 

Adams 

19 Rich Oriental 
cloth 

23 Legal holding 

24 Edible 
mushroom 

25 Inter — 

26 Supports 

27 — oh (he old 
block 

28 Brackish 

29 John or Bo 

30 Fictional bell 
town 

31 Media beginning 

32 Lace end 
34 Actress 

Samantha 

37 Soak up 

38 Marquis de — 

39 Guardian's 
charge 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved; 


nnmn nnnn 
nmocin nrann 
nnnn nnrnRnansnn 
0fl0nan nonn non 
pinncin nnmn 
nr.m fimrara rannramn 
nmnmn 

nnnn nnninn nriinn 
nrarcnn nnnan rf5h 
□ nnnnn nnno non 
nnran nnnnn 
onn ncnii] nrannnn 
ggonmDHPinn rannn 
nrnnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnniD dufir nnnn 


45 Stage 
personalities 

46 Record 

47 Plays tenpins 
46 Following 

49 Cruising 

50 Tell an 

51 Native dance 


52 Sicilian volcano 

53 Be In accord 

54 Singles 

55 Pitching boo- 
boo 

57 CkXJ 

58 Vigoda of Tv 

59 Outwitted 
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Financial Jordan Times 

Markets tn ** - ®P« , ation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U.S. Dollar in Imcnutiaiul Markvcs 


rurniKt 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Murk 



Japanese V rn 


European Current I'mt 


MTH ( J MTHM b MTH* 1 12 MTIfS 



Sterling Pound 


French Franc 


Japanese Yeti 


European t'urrrno I'nii 


InKrkuk tax; rate, Utr mmMi< rurrtm: I 


Proc l o us Htatab 



LSD Oi I JD Cm' 


or ct]uivilrrf 

Data: o ,l,&1 


Meial | L'SD'Oz I JDlim 


Rato Bulletin 

Date: 


. 1Qt,Q 

■om: 

.01856 


Control Bank of Jordan Exchange 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 

Deutsche Mark | 

Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen ' 

Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 

Belgian Franc 
" Pier ISO 

Other Carrmcies 
Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira 0 
Saudi Riyal 

Kuwaiti Dinar *:■ 

QaUri-Rlyd ■ * - ~ 

Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
DAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 4 
Cypriot Pound 


CAB Indices for Amman Fi n a n cial Market 


All-Share 
Banking Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 
Services Sector 

Ommbrr At, | 9*0 - IM 


1V6 1*W] 


Offer 


. 1065 

.0515 

.01865 

Data: 15 ‘6 '1991 


Bid 

Offer 

1 . 790D 

1.0200 

.0745 

.0765 

.1820 

.1830 

. 

- 

.1850 

.i860 

.1950 

.2150 

1.7500 

1.7700 

.1850 

.1860 

.3410 

.3600 

1 .3870 

1.6160 


1991 Close 

12/6/1991 Close 

112.16 

111.66 

108.95 

107.36 

H2.92 

114.25 

116.91 

115.52 

128.26 

130.73 


Canadian jobless rate 
rises to 10.3 per cent 

OTTAWA (R) — Canada's unemployment rate rose to 103 per cent 
in May from 103 per cent in April, the government has said. 

The number of jobless Canadians increased by 15,000 to 1.41 
milli on Vast month, Statistics Canada, the government reporting 
agency, said. 

The number of people with jobs also rose as the workforce grew. 
Employment rose for a second consecutive month by 34,000 to 1236 

millio n 

“We are striking a wait-and-see attitude, bat die recession seems 
to have bottomed out,” said Mr. Dong Drew, an analyst with 
Statistics Canada.’ 


Poehl sees 
brighter 

world 

economic 

outlook 

OSLO (R) — Outgoing German 
central bonk (Bundesbank) Presi- 
dent Karl Otto Poehl said Friday 
the outlook for the world eco- 
nomy was brightening. 

“On the global economic situa- 
tion, we have all reason to be a 
little more optimistic than we had 
reason to be, let’s say a year 
ago," he told a seminar in Oslo 
marking the 175th anniversary of 
the Norwegian central bank. 

"Recessionary tendencies are 
still existing in some countries but 
it seems that the outlook for the 
U.S. in particular has brightened 
in the recent past, at least this is 
the conviction in the exchange 
markets." he said. 

The dollar has climbed against 
most currencies in recent months' 
due to a belief that the U.S. 
recession has bottomed out. 

“Some countries are still in a 
rather sluggish economic situa- 
tion, others are expanding — 
Japan and in particular Ger- 
many," said Mr. Poehl. who is 
due to leave the Bundesbank in 
July after 11 years as its presi- 
dent. 

“Germany has acted as a kind 



U.S. production gains, 
inflation looks under rein 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. re- 
tail prices rose a slight 0.8 per 
cent in May. the government said 
Friday in a report economists said 
showed inflation is under control 
and poses no threat to a recovery 
from the 11-month-old recession. 

The U.S. government also 
issued additional reports that in- 
dicated the economy may be 
approaching the start of a re- 
bound. 

The Federal Reserve Board, 
which oversees the U.S. central 
banks, said output at the nation’s 
mines, utilities and factories rose 
0.5 per cent last month, with 
factories operating at a slightly 
higher percentage of capacity. 

In a separate report, the Com- 
merce Department said business 
inventories fell in April while 
business sales gained — signs that 
individuals and businesses started 
to spend and that factories will 
have to boost production quickly 
to refill stocks. 

It said inventories fell 0.5 per 
cent in April after a revised 1.0 
per cent drop in March, while 
business sales gained 1.2 per cent 
in April after foiling a revised 0.9 
per cent in March. 

In the consumer price index 
(CPI) report, the Labour Depart- 
ment said a jump in the cost of 
petrol helped push retail prices 
up 0.3 per cent in May after a 0.2 


per cent gain the previous month. 

But retail inflation over the 
past five months has shown res- 
traint, with the CPI rising at only 
a 2.7 per cent annual rate, well 
below its 6.1 per cent pace in 
1990. 

After subtracting the volatile 
food and energy components, the 
closely walched core rate of retail 
inflation rose by U.2 per cent, the 
same as in April, the department 
said. 

"It’s a very good report ... an 
excellent performance," said Mr. 
Charles Lieberman, managing 
director at Manufacturers Hanov- 
er Securities. 'There’s clearly 
moderation in inflation going on 
at the consumer level and that’s 
good to see after yesterday’s PPI 
report and recent market con- 
cerns that inflation would rise," 
he said. - 

The Commerce Department 
reported Thursday that the pro- 
ducer price index (PPI), which 
reflects prices at the wholesale 
level, jumped 0.6 per cent in 
May, sparking fears inflation was 
on the rise. 

However, Mr. Norman 
Robertson, vice-president and 
chief economist} at Mellon Bank, 
cautioned that while the CPI fi- 
gure was positive, it was too high 
for an economy emerging from 
recession. 



VERY IMPORTANT 

We buy all kinds of used furniture and elec- 
trical home appliances such as TV and video 
sets, washing machines, refrigerators, computer 
sets... etc. etc., 

All Interested are kindly requested to 
contact Mr. Osama through tel. 628101 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

Second floor, 275m 2 , Um Uthainah area, near 
5th Circle, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, spacious salon, L-shape sitting room, 
large kitchen, veranda. 

Contact tel. 812774 


'Cinema Tel: 634144^. 

PHILADELPHIA \ 


PRETTY WOMAN 


Show; 1230. 330. 6:15. 8:30. 1030. 


/ 


"Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 


Egypt lobbies 

World Bank donors 
for further funds 


Karl Otto Poehl 
of locomotive for the world eco- 
nomy and particularly for the 
European economy since unifica- 
tion," he added. 

Despite the huge political 
problems of unifying former West 
Germany with the formerly com- 
munist east, the western Ger- 
man economy was now expand- 
ing at an annual rate of around 
four or five per cent. 

This meant big benefits 10 neigh- 
bouring nations — German im- 
ports from other European Com- 
munity countries had jumped ab- 
out 20 per cent in the past year, 
he added. 

But he said German interest 
rates would have to stay high. 

“Real interest rates in Ger- 
many are still very high and have 
to remain pretty high in the fu- 
ture," he said. “So there is no 
room for easing of monetary poli- 
cy in Gennany as some expected 
us to do." 


LONDON (R) — Egypt pre- 
sented details of its economic 
reform in London Friday to Arab 
development funds and Gulf 
states' representatives, in the 
hope of influencing a World Bank 
consultative group before a key 
donors' meeting next month. 

“What we tried to tell them 
were the main elements of the 
economic reform, how we have 
already started and how we are 
committed to this reform and to 
discuss the financial needs in im- 
plementing this programme,” 
Deputy Prime Minister Kama] 
Ganzouri said in an interview. 

He declined to say how much 
Egypt was seeking in assistance 
and did not cite specific figures at 
rhe Friday meeting, which fol- 
lowed presentations in other 
European capitals and Tokyo. 
The delegation was due to go on 
to Ottawa and Washington. 

Mr. Ganzouri also declined to 
say how much Egypt would ask 
from the World Bank and said 
figures would be discussed at a 
meeting of the consultative group 


in Paris on July 6. 

The group comprises leading 
industrial nations, rich Gulf states 
and Arab development organisa- 
tions. 

“Any economic reform needs 
financing internally and external- 
ly and this is what we are trying to 
discuss," he added. 

Egypt has reached agreement 
in principle on a standby facility 
from the International Monetary 
Fund of around $270 million to 
5200 million and on a S300 mil- 
lion structural adjustment loan 
from the World Bank, said Mr. 
Morris Makramallah, minister for 
international cooperation. 

The delegation signed Thurs- 
day three loan agreements with 
the Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development. 

There was also a 100.000 
Kuwaiti dinar (S58S.400) gram to 
update a study on sewerage sys- 
tems. 

Of the loans, about 14.4 mil- 
lion Kuwaiti dinars (S47 million) 
went to Egypt’s social fund, 
which would be used to ease 



Morris Makramallah 

unemployment in the public sec- 
tor and help resettle 600,000 
Egyptians returning from the 
Gulf region, Mr. Makramallah 
said. 

Some 36.2 million dinars (SI 18 
million) will go towards an elec- 
tricity distribution project, and 
the balance went to an industrial 
project to make rubber products. 

Organisations attending the 
meeting at a London hotel in- 
cluded development funds from 
Kuwait and Abu Dhabi, the Isla- 
mic Development Bank, as well 
as representatives from Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Egypt also planned ralks with 
tiie European Community and 
the African Development Bank. 
Mr. Makramallah said. 


Economists unveil scheme 
to reform Kremlin system 


CAMBRIDGE. Massachusetts 
(R) — Soviet and U-S. econom- 
ists Friday unveiled the outlines 
of a plan to transform seven 
decades of centralised Kremlin 
control into a free-market demo- 
cracy in seven years. 

The plan, months in the mak- 
ing, envisages a Soviet Union 
which by 1997 would have firmly 
in place the fundamentals of the 
sort of Western democracy Mos- 
cow has battled against for more 
than 70 years, largely financed by 
Western aid. 

The step-by-step proposal, of 
which only the most broad 
strokes were revealed, calls for 
the groundwork to be laid im- 
mediately in 1991. It then prop- 
oses price and trade liberalisa- 
tion, strict fiscal discipline and 
small-scale privatisation of the 
communist system next year. 
Large-scale privatisation, the de- 
velopment of a financial market 
infrastructure, demonopolisation 
and massive conversion from a 
defence-laden economy would 
occur in 1998, according to the 


plan. From 1994 through 1997 the 
consumer goods and services sec- 
tor would be expanded, housing 
would be privatised, workers 
would be freed from state direc- 
tion and large-scale investment in 
a modern export base estab- 
lished. 

The plan, dubbed “the grand 
bargain," is the brainchild of Mr. 
Grigory Yavlinsky, at 39 one of 
the Soviet Union’s most promin- 
ent market-leaning economists, 
and Mr. Graham Allison of Har- 
vard University’s John F. Ken- 
nedy School of Government. 

The two led a team of Soviet 
and U.S. economists in three 
weeks of super-secret, intensive 
talks ar the Harvard School to put 
the fine points on the plan. It is 
an expanded and more compre- 
hensive blueprint than a 500-day 
plan proposed last September 
which was initially backed by 
Soviet- President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev only to be shot down. 

At a news conference Messers. 
Allison and Yavlinsky said the 
100-page document proposed no 
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figure for how much Western aid 
would be needed to finance the 
radical conversion. 

Mr. Allison has said such aid 
could rival the Marshal plan 
which rebuilt Europe after World 
War II perhaps $15 billion to $20 
billion a year. 

And neither disputed the sug- 
gestion of another member of the 
working group. Harvard econom- 
ist Jeffrey Sachs, who has said as 
much as $35 billion a year would 
be needed. 

"This is not a bailout of the 
communist system, nor is it a 
bribe or charity," Mr. Allison 
said. “Whatever Western assist- 
ance is provided would be an 
investment in improving the odds 
of transformation." 

Hie number-crunching would 
be left to the next phase of the 
project, largely generated by the 
Western democracies and the in- 
ternational monetary institutions 
they control should the ‘plan 
prove acceptable, they said. 

“Our solution was, at the end 
of the story, only the internation- 
al financial organisations and the 
G-7 can decide what money is 
needed,” Mr. Yavlinsky said. 
“Maybe that is their main task." 

Mr. Yavlinsky said he expected 
to work with the Group of Seven 
(G-7) leading industrialised na- 
tions on the degree of Western 
aid required but stressed that the 
Soviet Union was obliged to use 
its considerable resources in the 
effort. 



Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P.C.) of Amman. Jordan plans to expand 
production capaoiy by 400.000 tonnes per year. The facilities will be located on a site 
adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea. about 
200km north o< the port of Aqaba 

A P C has applied for financing to the World Bank The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland 

Tne Arab PoTasfT Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering tor any of the 
totiowing equipment, to apply for tender documents to A.P.C. or Jacobs at the address 
shown below The cost for each tender package shall be U.S.S40 — non refundable. 

1. Centrifuges 5. Cooler 

2. Agitators 6. Carnallite/Crystalliser screens 

3. Thickeners 7. Product screens 

4. Dryer 8. Salt flotation cell bank 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 

P.O. Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 

Fax No,: 962-3-377125/Site. 

Fax No.: 962-6-67441 6/ Am man H.O. 
Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 
665116 or 03-377121/3 - Site 


Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 

Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Tender documents will be available to suppliers on and from June 16th. 1991. The 
closing date for submitting the tenders will be 12:00 noon July 15th, 1991. 

AY. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
ordered a S6.9 million study Fri- 
day on how to rebuild and revive 
Beirut's city centre, wrecked by 
16 years as a civil war battleg- 
round. 

Mr. A1 Fade! Shalaq, head of 
Lebanon's Council for -Develop- 
ment and Reconstruction, 
ordered the plan from the U.S. 
Bechtel Corporation and Leba- 
non’s Dar A1 Handasa (house of 
engineering). 

Mr. Shalaq told Reuters the 
study would consist of a four- 
month phase for infrastructure 
planning, an eight-monrh phase 
for reconstruction planning and 
finally a 10-year economic plan. 

An official from the American 
embassy in Beirut also signed the 
agreement. A copy would be sent 
to the United States for endorse- 
ment by Bechtel, based in San 
Francisco, officials said. 

Asked whether the study re- 
flected government optimism that 
the relative peace which Lebanon 
has enjoyed since last December 
would continue , Mr, Shalaq 
said: "Of course. We are not 
playing." 

Prime Minister Omar Karami- 
said at the signing rebuilding 
Lebanon should only be under- 
taken after careful planning. 

Lebanon's cabinet decided last 
month that joint Lebanese and 
foreign companies could be set 
up for rebuilding in the city 
centre, where buildings were 
either flattened or are shell-holed 
hulks. 

The Lebanese government esti- 
mates damage from the civil war 
at between $15 and $25 billion. It 
wants up to $2 billion in long- 
term loans as a start to pay for ' 
reconstruction. 

Lebanese-born Saudi bil- 
lionaire Rafiq Hariri, who spon- 
sored an abortive attempt to re- 
build the heart of Beirut. in 1983, 
gave some $5 million to finance 
the project, Mr. Shalaq said. 

The city centre gave Lebanon 
its pre-war reputation as the 
“Switzerland of the Middle East" 
wth banks and offices busy dur- 
ing the day while nightclubs, res- 
taurant and ban took over at 
night. 


World tin 
stocks slide, 
prices 
seen rising 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) __ 
World tin stocks have dipp^ I3 

per cent in the last six months and 

could fall further, raising pfg§. 
pects of a rebound in prices, the 
Association of Tin Producing 
Countries (ATPC) said Friday B 

ATPC officials said stocks 
foil to 36,700 tonnes, equivalent 
to about two months of vrarld 
consumption, at the end of 
year from 42,500 currently 
49,000 at end- 1990. 7 and 

“Based on the current dcnf@= 
tion rate, we are optimistic mat 
the stocks could be drawn down 
by more than 12,500 tonhes for 
the whole 1991." ATPC Ex«£ 
tive Secretary Redzwan SutmiR 
■said at the end of the greyn*! 
executive committee meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur. 6 

The seven-member ATPC hag 
been curbing exports to Ihrb 
stocks to normal levels of |0,§§g 
tonnes. 

Prices of the metal are gfadual= 
ly recovering after hitting a feuF» 
year low recently, forcing pm-- 
closures in some product 
tries. .. ... ^ 

“The price level of betwn--. 
and 17 ringgit ($5.75 and 
kilogramme is achievable, 11 Me. 
Redzwan said. “The marks! wfll 
probably look at that kind of 
prices in two or three months' 
time." 

The current price is 15.55 ring- 
git ($5.59). 

The ATPC, which groups Au- 
stralia, Bolivia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand and 
Zaire, accounts for 60 per cent of 
world tin production. 

Brazil, the world’s top produc- 
er, and China have declined to 
join foe ATPC but agreed to 
cooperate in curbing exports. 

ATPC members have recently 
accused Brazil of flooding the 
market through exports from 
illegal mines. Mr. Redzwan said 
tin smuggling by Brazil was now 
being considerably reduced. 
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Philippine volcano bombards 
U.S. bases, buries villages 


ANGELES, Philippines (R) — 
An erupting volcano in the Phi- 
lippines bombarded two U.S, 
military bases and nearby towns 
with a deadly hail of rock and ash 
Saturday, triggering a series of 
earthquakes and burying villages 
in mud. 

“It’s like doomsday,” said 
Richard Dizon who owns a hotel 
in Angeles, a few kilometres from 
the exploding Mount Pinatubo. 

At least 10 people have been 
killed and scores injured since the 
volcano started erupting last Sun- 
day, ending six centuries of in- 
activity, officials said. 

The eruption sent huge pillars 
of ash towering into the sky. 
blotting our the sun as far away as 
the capital Manila, 80 kilometres 
to the south. 

Scientists warned that the vol- 
cano. spewing red hot lava and 
noxious gas in a succession of 
increasingly powerful eruptions, 
could explode in a devastating 
blast and urged residents of three 
major towns and surrounding 
areas to flee. 

“We are now looking into the 
possibility of a bigger eruption... 
we are now thinking of a worst- 
case scenario," said Ronaldo 
Arboleda, a geologist for the 
Philippine Volcanology and Seis- 
mologica] Institute. 

He said in a radio interview the 
institute had now expanded the 
danger zone from 30 to 40 
kilometres, which would include 


the major towns of Angeles, next 
to Mount Pinatubo, San Fernan- 
do and Olongapo, close to the 
U-S. Subic Bay naval base. 

“1116 situation is really very 
dangerous," Arboleda declared. 

Most of the victims died in the 
last 24 hours in huge mudflows 
triggered by heavy rains, which 
snapped bridges and buried villa- 
gers in their homes. 

Four earthquakes jolted the 
northern Philippines around the 
area of the volcano, the institute 
said. Buildings in Manila were 
rocked by what seemed to be the 
strongest of the four quakes. 

"I think these earthquakes are 
connected to the eruption.” said 
chief volcanologist Reynaldo 
Punongbayan. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of deaths directly related to 
the quakes, but two people were 
killed when the roofs of bus 
terminals in AngeJes and Olonga- 
po, weighed down by falling ash, 
collapsed onto scores of passen- 
gers trying to flee. 

Stones, some the size of tennis 
balls, rained down on evacuation 
centres across three northern pro- 
vinces where tens of thousands of 
refugees muddled under flimsy 
tents and in makeshift camps. 

The United States withdrew ail 
of nearly 1.000 troops guarding 
Clark Air Base, near Pinatubo, 
Saturday but said weapon sys- 
tems stored in underground 


bunkers would be safe. 

“After the major eruption this 
afternoon, they (the soldiers) 
were all taken out.” said U.S. 
embassy spokesman Stanley 
Schrager in Manila. 

Fifteen thousand less essential 
U.S. personnel and their families 
were evacuated from Clark ear- 
lier this week. 

A constant hail of pebbles clat- 
tered into the streets of Angeles, 
with a population of 200.000, and 
pelted Clark and Subic, the two 
largest American military bases 
in Asia. 

“We just braved a heavy down- 
pour of sand and stones. We 
thought burning rocks would fall 
on us,” said 60-year-old Erlinda 
David who left her home near 
Clark. 

“We were scared to be buried 
under boulders, so we left the 
house.” one said. 

A thick layer of sand and ash 
lay on roads between Angeles 
and Subic to the west and con- 
stant rains from a tropical storm 
sweeping the northern Philip- 
pines caused floods and land- 
slides. 

“People are fleeing in panic, 
some on foot, some jamming into 
packed buses, holding umbrellas 
and towels over their heads to 
protect them from falling debris.” 
said a local journalist. 

“It looks like the beach, where 
there used to be potholes, the 


Thousands in ANC protests 
for ‘jobs, peace, freedom’ 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca ( AP) — Thousands of African 
National Congress (ANC) sup- 
porters took to the streets in 
protests throughout the countiy 
Saturday, calling for “jobs, peace 
and freedom.” 

The marches organised jointly 
by the ANC. the South African 
Communist Party (SACP) and 
the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions were held to pro- 
test the government's failure to 
meet ANC demands, an official 
said. 

The demonstrations took place 
one the eve of the 15th anniversary of 
the Soweto massacre, in which 
hundreds of protesting blacks 
were killed by police. ANC depu- 
ty president is to address a mass 
commemoration rally Sunday in 
Soweto. 

In Cape Town 1,000 people 
marched to parliament, in 
Durban 2,000 marched to the 
regional offices of the department 
of manpower and in Johannes- 
burg, about 5,000 marched to 
police headquarters, John Vors- 
rer Square. 

A letter of demand addressed 
to President F.W. de Klerk was 
handed over at each march. 


Singing protesters in central 
Johannesburg marched along 
main streets, blocking traffic. 
Police kept watch but there were 
no apparent incidents. 

At John Vorster Square the 
protesters cheered and waved 
when they spotted a lone hand 
waving an ANC flag from a police 
cell window. 

ANC General Secretary Nzo, 
ANC internal leader Walter Sisu- 
lu and SACP leader, Joe Slovo, 
led the demonstration. 

Addressing the cheering 
crowd, Slovo said: “There can be 
no peace without freedom, there 
can be no freedom without 
peace.” 

Referring to the mass protests, 
he said: “We will continue voting 
with our feet until we can vote 
with our hands." 

Nzo read out the letter before 
handing it to Johannesburg depu- 
ty police commissioner Col. Ret 
Fourie. 

Despire political reforms: “The 
majority of South Africans re- 
main voteless and under a con- 
stitution they were never part of 
drawing up," Nzo said. 

Demands included an end to 
political violence, the election of 


Storms kill 270 in China 


BEUING ( AP) — More than 270 
people have been killed and mil- 
tions of hectares of farmland 
damaged by violent rainstorms 
that have hit wide areas of China 
in the past month, an official 
report said Saturday. 

The ministry of civil affairs has 
reported 4,700 people injured 
and 34.3 million people affected 
by storms that have bit eight 
provinces along the Yangtze and 
Huaihe rivers in central China 
since mid-May, the China daily 
reported. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper, the People's daily, ran a 
front-page report and photograph 
of premier Li Peng visiting 


affected areas in coastal Anhui 
province. 

Nearly 4.2 million hectares of 
summer crops have been dam- 
aged or destroyed; and grain out- 
put in those areas could be re- 
duced by as much as one-third, 
the ministry said. 

The storms caused 127,000 
buildings to collapse, damaged 
860,000 others and wiped out 
communication, transportation 
and water facilities in many areas. 

Sichuan province, in southwest 
China, and central China's Hubei 
and Hunan provinces were har- 
dest hit, the China daily said. 
Seventy counties, home to 9.6 
million people, were declared dis- 
aster areas. In one country, flood 
waters were 2.5 metres deep, and 
4,500 people were stranded for 
more than 10 hours. 

Beijing also has been hit by 
torrential rains this week. Twen- 
ty-two people were reported kil- 
led, and 26,000 hectares of farm- 
land flooded. 

Each year, summer storms kill 
thousands of people and billions 
of dollars in damages. 

Last year, 3,535 people were 
killed and 13 million hectares of 
farmland — one-seventh of Chi- 
na's total — flooded. Economic 
loss totalled nearly 24 billion 
yuan (S4.5 billion), the paper 
said. 
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a constituent assembly to draw up 
a new constitution and an interim 
government. De Klerk has re- 
jected both demands for an in- 
terim government and a con- 
stitent assembly. 

Thousands of blacks have been 
killed in violence the last year. 
The ANC has repeatedly claimed 
that de Klerk has not done 
enough to end the violence main- 
ly between supporters of the 
ANC and the Zulu-based inkatha 
Freedom Party. 

“As long as the violence con- 
tinues. there can be no progress 
towards a non-racial. democratic 
countiy," Nzo said. 

He called for a binding code of 
conduct for police and all political 
organisations. 

The letter also called for an end 
to the retrenchment of workers 
and massive job creation. Nzo 
said about 200,000 blacks could 
lose their jobs this year and that 
there were already about seven 
million unemployed. 

“The current deadlock cannot 
be broken unless all political pris- 
oners are freed, there is a general 
amnesty for exiles and effective 
steps are taken to end state and 
vigilante violence,” he said. 


Poland’s 

parliament 

passes 

election 

law 

WARSAW (R) — Poland's par- 
liament approved a new law 
Saturday to regulate the country's 
first free legislative elections 
since World War K, but refined 
to indude a key element deman- 
ded by Pres i dent Lech Walesa. 

The Sejm (lower bone) over- 
whelmingly approved the law for 
an October poll winch was rushed 
through in just two days after 
Walesa vetoed an earlier draft. 

Walesa's top aide, Joroslaw 
Kaczynski, told reporters the law 
was an improvement but would 
still not satisfy the president as 
parliament had refused to accept 
one of his main demands. 

“The Sejm rejected a very im- 
portant amendment concerning 
the method of voting, which was 
in fact one of the two most 
important conditions laid down 
by the president," he said. 

Walesa threatened Friday to 
dissolve parliament if it refused to 
pass the electoral law he wanted 
and hold free elections within 
four months. 

The row has triggered a crisis in 
relations between the democrati- 
cally elected president and a par- 
liament which is still packed with 
ex-communists under a 1989 
political deal with the solidarity 
movement. 

It was unclear whether Walesa 
would sign into law the new bill, 
which has passed by 222 votes to 
57 with 47 abstentions. 

It was simplified in accordance 
with the demands of Walesa, who 
described the previous version as 
muddled and likely to create a 

fragmented parliament. 


road has been filled in by debris 
and sand," said Elpidio Acebal, 
another evacuee. 

At least 30 people were re- 
ported injured in Olongapo, 
many of them hit by falling stones 
or trees which snapped under the 
weight of volcanic ash. 

Subic was drimming with eva- 
cuees from Clark, but there were 
no immediate reports of U.S. 
casualties. 

The United States was due to 
start flying home the families of 
Clark based servicemen Sunday. 
Officials said Subic, built around 
the naval dockyard, was not suit- 
able for a long stay. 

Pinatubo has unleashed a series 
of almost non-stop eruptions 
■since Friday afternoon, triggering 
the earth tremors. 

“It was really frightening as it 
became bigger and bigger," said 
Don Sotto. working in a hotel 25 
kilometres from the volcano. 

“It looks like many explosions 
from different parts of the volca- 
no happened at the same time.” 
he said. 

Teresita Malian", a high school 
student who watched the erup- 
tion from Angeles, said: “l saw- 
huge flashes of light glowing like 
lightning. I’ve never seen any- 
thing like it.” 

There was flooding in parts of 
Manila and around Angeles, 
where rivers were contaminated 
with ash and a major bridge 
collapsed. 

Tremor 

Strikes 

Georgia 

MOSCOW (R) — An earth- 
quake struck the southern Soviet 
Republic of Georgia early Satur- 
day, killing at least seven people 
and destroying several villages. 

Rescue helicopters were im- 
mediately sent to the quake zone, 
centred on the disputed region of 
South Ossetia, where about 150 
people died in a tremor April 29. 

A government spokesman said 
the earthquake, registering eight 
on the Soviet 12 point scale, 
Idlled four children in the moun- 
tain fanning village of Toats- 
kheneti. A fifth child died in a 
nearby settlement. 

A journalise for the Georgian 
News Agency Iberia said six peo- 
ple had been killed in the area, 
where the quake destroyed eight 
villages. 

“We talked to the mayor of the 
affected region and he said eight 
villages had been wiped out." he 
said. 

A local journalist said one 
other child had died in the central 
oty of Gori when a house col- 
lapsed. The independent Interfox 
News Agency said 50 people had 
been injured, some seriously. 

“The situation is still not dear. 
Communications are cut We are 
still getting confused reports," 
said a spokesman for a disaster 
commission set up after the tre- 
mor. 

The official TASS News Agen- 
cy said the tremor struck the 
mountainous region around south 
Ossetia about dawn. 

The Iberia journalist said the 
earthquake had triggered a land- 
slide which hit die village of 
Kbieti. A similar landslide buried 
one village in the April quake, 
kflhng 46 people. 

An earthquake measuring 
eight on the Soviet scale can 
cause considerable damage in a 
populated area. A December 
1988 earth q uake which killed ab- 
out 25,000 people in Armenia 
■farther south registered up to 10 
at its epicentre. 


2 more arrested in Gandhi case 

Uncertainty looms as 
Indian polls conclude 



NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
dian voters, driven to apathy by 
interminable political crises, heat 
and monsoon rain, turned out in 
relatively ^mall numbers on 
Saturday to end an election 
marathon. 

Little fresh violence was re- 
ported to top the country's 
bloodiest campaign, climaxed by 
the assassination of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on May 
21 . 

The killing, still unsolved, 
caused postponement of 60 per 
cent of the voting. 

If political analysts and opinion 
polls are correct, none of the 
three major contenders on the 
left, right and centre could expect 
a majority after the polls closed 
on Saturday evening. 

The mood of the Indian electo- 
rate of 514 million turned cynical 
after 18 months of caste' and 
religious violence which caused 
the collapse of three govern- 
ments. The current campaign be- 
gan in the middle of the country's 
worst economic crisis. 

The first phase of voting for 
just over 200 seats was held the 
day before Mr. Gandhi was killed 
by a woman suicide bomber in 
the southern state of Tamil Nadu. 

Just over 50 per cent of eligible 
voters turned out that first day 
and the turnout was no higher last 
Wednesday, the delayed second 
day, dashing the hopes of Mr. 
Gandhi’s Congress Party for a 
surge of sympathy voting. 

That trend appeared to have 
continued on Saturday, the third 
day. 

Reports from around the coun- 
try spoke of low to moderate 
early turnouts in the polling, stag- 
gered to allow security forces to 
be moved around to forestall 
violence stemming from rigging 
and voter intimidation. 

Troops and police were cut in 
large numbers in the 186 consti- 
tuencies at stake on Saturday for 
the 545-seat parliament. 

Voting in one constituency in 
the southern state of Andhra 


Pradesh was cancelled after an 
independent candidate was mur- 
dered, and a Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJF) worked died in a 
clash in western Gujarat. 

Vote counting is scheduled to 
start early on Sunday (0230 
GMT), with a firm trend ex- 
pected by some time on Monday. 

The only sure thing was the 
emergency of the right-wing, 
Hindu chauvinist BJP as a major 
force in parliament, likely to be- 
come the second biggest party 
after Congress, which opinion 
polls predicted would win about 
200 seats. 

The polls suggested the BJ? 
would get around 160. It scored 
with an emotive campaign for 
turning secular India into an offi- 
cially Hindu nation. 

Arrests in Gandhi case 

Investigators probing the assasr 
si r> a non of Mr. Gandhi have 
arrested two key more suspects 
United News of India reported. 

The suspects, known only as 
Nalini and Murugan, were 
apprehended were the city of 
Madras, the capital of Tamil 
nadn, the news agency said. 

Both were arrested from a bus 
by sleuths who trailed them in a 
number of vehicles, the news 
agency said. 

They were brought to Madras 
under heavy police guard. 

Mr Gandhi was killed by a 
suicide bomber in the town of 
Sripemmbudur, 40 kilometres 
southwest of Madras. 

The arrests followed those of 
two other suspected conspirators 
Wednesday — a mother and son 
duo who allegedly gave shelter to 
Mr. Gandhi's assassin in their 
home in Madras. 

Both S. Bhagyanathan and his 
49-year-old mother. Padma, a 
nurse in a Madras hospital, were 
produced in court Wednesday 
and are currently in police cus- 
tody for questioning. 

The assassin has been identi- 
fied by her nickname, Thanu. 
She, and several other suspected 


accomplices, were photographed 
at Mr. Gandhi's election meeting 
in Sripenunbndur, minutes be- 
fore she detonated plastic explo- 
sives strapped to her waist trifling 
Mr. Gandhi, herself and 16 
others. 

Other than her name, investi- 
gators have given no other details 
of TTiana. 

Nalini, Bhagyanathan’s aster, 
was photographed at Mr. Gan- 
dhi's meeting in the company of 
another alleged conspirator. 
Police released a snap of the two 
Wednesday. 

Both are believed to be part of 
a backup squad meant to cany 
out the assassination in case Tha- 
nu foiled to get dose to Mr. 
Gandhi or lost her nerve. 

Another suspected accomplice 
is a one-eyed man — also among 
the photographs taken on Mr. 
Gandhi's rally — who was posing 
as a journalist. 

The photographs were taken 
by an amateur photographer, 
Hari Babu, who (tied in the ex- 
plosion but the roll of Shn in bis 
camera remained intact So for, 
those photographs have provided 
all or most of the leads in the 
investigation. 

Inquiries have continued to 
centre around the liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam, the most 
powerful and sophisticated Tamil 
group fighting for independence 
in Sri Lanka. 

A posable motive for foe Ti- 
gers’ involvement in the assas- 
sination is Mr. Gandhi's rote as a 
mediator in foe Sri Lankan civil 
war when he was prime minister 
in 1987. 

Mr Gandhi ordered Indian 
troops to enforce a ceasefire be- 
tween the Sri I^ankan army and 
foe Tigers under any Indian- 
brokered accord. 

Bat the troops ended up with a 
2V4-year war with foe Tigers 
when the Tigers reneged foe 
peace plan and resumed fighting. 

The troops were recalled in 
March 1990 by tire government of 
V.P. Singh, who replaced Mr. 
Gandhi as prime minister. 



Thailand-Cambodia crossing 
point reopens for trade 


POIPET, Cambodia (R) — 
Thousands of Thais and Cambo- 
dians with shopping bags and 
straw sunhats swarmed across foe 
border between their countries 
Saturday when a checkpoint was 
officially reopened far trade after 
more than a decade of war. 

The Aranyaprathet Poipet 
crossing has been an occasional 
gateway to Cambodia’s misery 
since 1975 when the Khmer 
Rouge seized power in Phnom 
Penh and began their brutal rule. 

Thai officials were anxious to 
play down the significance of foe 
reopening, saying it was a mea- 
sure designed purely for foe be- 
nefit of local trade and to regula- 
rise what had been a chaotic 
black market free-for all. 

However, the Cambodians 
who crossed into Thailand past 
bullet-pocked blockhouses on foe 
rusted Klong Leuk Bridge in- 
ducted a Phnom Penh govern- 
ment delegation with several vice 
ministers. 

So Khun, Phnom Penh's vice 
minister for agriculture, told 
Reuters the reopening was evi- 
dence of friendly relations be- 
tween his country and Thailand. 

“It's a very happy day for our 
people and government," he 
said. 

The reopening of foe crossing 
will enable Thais and Cambo- 
dians to cross the border and 


trade legally. The move comes 
ahead of a June 24 meeting in 
Thailand between the Phnom 
Penh government and the three 
guerrilla groups fighting it. 

Thailand has been a backer of 
the guerrillas, who have received 
Chinese supplied weapons 
through Thailand and operate 
from bases along the Thai fron- 
tier. 

But in recent years Bangkok 
has taken a leading role in peace 
efforts, saying Cambodians 
should forget their differences 
and concentrate on trade. 

Cambodian soldiers, officials 
and citizens stared at stacked 
Thai market stalls in wonder. But 
many Thais who visited mud- 
caked Poipet hoping for bargains 
came back disappointed after 
wandering around a near-empty 
marketplace with little on offer 
beyond imported deer and Amer- 
ican cigarettes. 

A Cambodian official ex- 
plained that there had been a 
delay in getting goods to Poipet 
and more would be available 
Sunday. 

“There is nothing there worth 
buying," complained one Thai 
man returning to the Thai town of 
Aranyaprathet, a busy centre of 
bars, brothels and barracks. 


border crossing. 

When the Khmer Rouge took 
power in 1975, thousands of re- 
fugees streamed into Thailand at 
this checkpoint. They included 
Western journalists who witnes- 
sed foe emptying of the Cambo- 
dian capital at gunpoint by the 
victorious communists. 

The road link was reopened 
officially for trade in 1976, but 
closed within six months amid a 
series of border incidents culmi- 
nating in a massacre of 30 Thai 
villagers by Khmer Rouge fight- 
ers. 

The January, 1977, massacre 
was foe first outside evidence of 
Khmer Rouge mass killings in 
Cambodia before the group was 
ousted by Vietnam's late 1970 
invasion, which sent tens of 
thousands of additional refugees 

The Khmer Rouge is blamed 
for the deaths of more than a 
million Cambodians during its 
rule. Today it is the strongest 
guerrilla faction fighting the 
Phnom Penh government. 

A Soviet television crew that 
travelled to Poipet from Phnom 
Penh via Battambang, Cambo- 
dia’s second city, said there had 
been no sign of fighting during 
their journey, although there 
were reports of dashes involving 
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‘'The Cambodians have no- ■ the Khmer Rouge near the south- 


thing to offer us, only tears,” said 
a Thai policeman supervising the 


western ruby-mining town 
Pailin. 
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Massive public support for Yeltsin 
pushes Soviets on road to reform 


By Ann Imse 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The overwhelming 
victory of Boris N. Yeltsin in the 
Russian Republic's presidential 
election placed the Soviet Union 
irreversibly on foe path of re- 
form. 

Any Communist Party or milit- 
ary hard-liners contemplating a 
coup now must reckon with 44 
million citizens who voted for 
Yeltsin and might resent being 
overruled. 

With 60 per cent of the vote. 
Yeltsin also got a ringing en- 
dorsement for his platform: En- 
ding Communist Party domina- 
tion, switching quickly from a 
planned to a market economy 
and allowing private ownership of 
factories and land. 

. As chairman of the republic's 
legislature for a year, Yeltsin 
pushed through more than 150 
economic reform laws. He has 


had trouble implementing them, 
however, because of opposition 
from foe central Soviet govern- 
ment of President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev. 

Another possibility created by 
the lopsided win is a formidable 
alliance of Yeltsin and Eduard 
Shevardnadze, the former foreign 
minister, who won global respect 
through his pivotal role in ending 
the cold war. 

Shevardnadze resigned in De- 
cember, warning that a dicta- 
torship might be near. His words 
seemed prophetic when Soviet 
troops attacked unarmed demon- 
strators in Lithuania three weeks 
later. Fourteen people were kil- 
led. 

On Friday, with election results 
showing tremendous victories 
for radical reformers and hunri- 
fiating defeats for communists, 
Shevardnadze was far more opti- 
mistic. 

“We have gone through a very 


important period," he told repor- 
ters in Vienna. 

He said the danger of dicta- 
torship had not disappeared com- 
pletely, but the elections brought 
“a shift in power relations." 

Aides to Yeltsin describe his 
victory as a mandate for radical 
reform. The numbers appear 
to explode Gorbachev’s argu- 
ment that most Soviets want to go 
•slowly. 

Yeltsin's closest rival, former 
Premier Nikolai Ryzhkov, got only 
16 per cent of the vote. He 
advocated the slow change 
favoured by the Communist Par- 
ty- 

A Gorbachev aide, Vadim 
Bakatin, attracted 3 per cent of 
the vote, according to still- 
preliminary figures, and Col. 
Gen. Albert Makashov, a hard- 
liner, got less than 4 per cent. 

“Society is becoming more- 
democratic,” Yeltsin said. “I 
think there will be difficulties, but 


it seems to me that communists 
and honest communists are start- 
ing to understand the system is 
beginning to collapse and there is 
no way to save it.” 

“The old system really is dis- 
credited," by the election results, 
a senior western diplomat said, 
on condition of anonymity. “The 
last six months have brought a 
turnaround.” 

“If Gorbachev moves in the 
direction of reform, he wifl see 
support out there, unlike last fall, 
when foe reformers were not 
viable,” he said. 

Last autumn, Gorbachev 
agreed with Yeltsrn on a 500-day 
plan for economic reform, then 
rejected it under pressure from 
hud-liners. He tried to reverse 
many of his reforms, most notice- 
ably glasnost, or openness, in foe 
state-owned media, and the milit- 
ary cracked down in the seces- 
sionist Baltic republics. 




